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P~TI 
INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
Children in the intermediate grades generally demon-
strate eagerness and enthusiasm in their desire to learn. 
These qualities can be especially apparent in subjects con-
cerned with travel and adventure. While the youngsters 
display this curiosity, the teacher must have a wealth of 
' information to supplement the student's text if she wishes 
to sustain this interest and to provide the atmosphere which 
stimulates further study. 
Background information, interesting anecdotes, and 
portions of journals for both early as well as contemporary 
explorations are included in this thesis. Preston states: 
Time should be taken out from units on early explorers 
for brief comparisons with contemporary explorers. 
Teachers have a responsibility to help children view the 
earth and our knowledge concerning it as still offering 
a challenge to adventure, courage, and discovery.l 
Through personal experience, it has been observed that 
youngsters at even fourth grade level are vitally interested 
in factual information such as is found in journals of 
historically famous persons. Many of these sources have a 
1Ralph c. Preston, Teaching Social Studies ln the 
Elementary School (New York: Rinehart and Company, Inc., 
1950}, p. 197. 
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Tocabulary which is much too extensive for a child at this 
level. However, selected sections can be chosen by the 
teacher with difficult words or expressions translated into 
simpler language. 
• • • the reading of primary sources can open a new 
world to students and usually they read with a genuine 
interest and pleasure the thoughts, fears, and hopes of 
individuals who played.an active role in the events of 
the past.2 _ 
Though the child at the intermediate level has not 
developed to any great extent t~~ powers of critical think-
ing, it is important that he i·s at least aware of how history 
is recorded and that there are conflicts in these recordings. 
Without the proper leadership on the teacher's part, we can 
hardly expect a child to question the authority of a text 
book author or any informationwhic~ he may encounter in his 
reading. 
For the use of teachers and students wh·o wish to 
delve further into this exciting era in the history of ex-
~loration, a selected bibliography of adult and children's 
books will be included at the end of each section. 
Review of the Literature 
Much has been written during the past fifty years in 
regard to curriculum planning and the method of teaching 
2Robert J. McLaughlin, ttThe Development of Critical 
Thinking in the Study of American History" (unpublished 
Master's thesis, Boston University, School of Education, 
19 53 ) ' 'p • 48. 
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history in the elementary and secondary schools. A brie~ 
summary will be given of the opinions of some of the experts 
in the field• which are most closely associated with this 
thesis. 
Teacher stimulation in the teaching of social studies 
is the most vital factor if continued interest and study is 
the ultimate goal for the students. Unless the teacher has 
acquired an adult background of information which he can 
share with his students, it is unlikely that his program will 
have lasting success. Moffat states: 
It is unfortunate that a subject so alive, interesting 
and revealing as history has frequently been presented to 
pupils in a way that is dry and meaningless and ex-
tinguishes every spark of natural interest. Three 
factors are essential for the effective teachi~g ot 
history: a teacher who has an adequate knowledge of, and 
interest in, all phases of history and who has also the 
desire to arouse a similar interest on the part of 
pupils; a wealth of interesting up-to-date reference 
material and teaching aids; as well as materials for 
collateral and supplementary reading; and anaattractive, 
inspiring, and efficiently arranged setting. 
The need for teacher preparation is also stressed by 
" • • • the teacher needs to plumb deeper than Preston: 
children, if he is to be a reliable guide who imports se-
4 
curity to the learner." 
Though the study skills necessary in the use of text-
book material are generally stressed throughout the ele-
3Maurice P. Moffatt, Social Studies Instruction (New 
York: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1954), p. 248. 
4Ralph c. Preston, op. cit., p. 91. 
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mentary grades, the children are not totally prepared to 
handle successfully this concentrated information without 
much guidance from the teacher. Preston continues: 
It must be borne in mind that children of elementary-
school age lack the skill and maturity to make the most 
of a cut-and-dried textbook approach which kills interest 
and causes learning potentialities to whither.5 
Due to the need tor economy of space, to l~ver the 
cost, textbooks are often crammed with basic information 
which hardly provides the necessary stimulus for a child. 
Because of this fact, more and more stress must be placed on 
teacher preparation. Horn writes: 
• • • The textbook treats so much in so small a space 
that the language is inevitably vague and abstract, and 
as a result, it is difficult, if not impossible, for one 
who does not know the field with which it deals to read 
it with understanding. Even in most schools where col-
lateral readings are provided, this problem is still 
serious, for the additional books are often little less 
general than the texts. Consequently, the reading of 
the students results either in mere verbalisms or in con-
cepts which are foggy, partial, or definitely erroneous.6 
The elementary teacher is quite familiar with the need 
for constant motivation to stimulate the young learner. With· 
out a high degree of interest on the teacher's part, planned 
motivation will not be effective and the student will resist 
learning. Wesley writes: 
5Ibid., p. 45. 
6Ernest Horn, Methods of Instruction in the Social 
Studies (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, l937), p. 129. 
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Perhaps the most fundamental condition of learning is 
interest. The pupil must be interested in the material, 
subject, problem, or unit; this means that he must al-
ready know something about it. If he has no background 
which enables him to start, he is not ready for the 
material and so he can have no interest in it. The 
teacher can stimulate an interest by providing new ex-
periences7that have a real connection with the proposed 
material. 
The child wants to know why things happened as re-
ported. If we wish to offer a satisfying program for our 
children, we must first prepare ourselves that we may con-
tinue to develop an atmosphere of excitement and interest. 
As stated by Chase: 
• • • History study that satisfies the needs and 
interests and the natural desire of children to know why 
things are as they are makes them say, "History isn't 
like studying at all; it is like going on a new adventure 
every day. n8 
When any person learns how to acquire knowledge he has 
within his grasp an invaluable posse.ssion. From the primary 
grades it should be our aim as educators to lead our children 
not alone in mastering basic skills but to know how our 
present knowledge of the world has been acquired. In the 
social studies area, a beginning can be made by understanding 
the historical method of research. Schuyler states: 
7Edgar Bruce Wesley, Teaching Social Studies in the 
Elementary Schools (Boston: D. c. Heath and Company, 1952), 
pp. 100-101. 
Sw. Linwood Chase, American History in the Middle 
Grades, Thirty-first Yearbook of the National Council for the 
Social Studies (Washington, D. C., 1961}, p. 342. 
5 
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Historical study ••• can do something - it can do 
much to mitigate natural human credulity. It is here, 
I am inclined to think, that it can render its crowning 
educational service •••• The uneducated and the edu-
cated differ in nothing more than in this, that the 
former believe whatever they hear or read, while the 
latter weigh evidence.9 
The historical method of arriving at facts is a 
search tor material, the classification and criticism 0f 
material, the determination of particular facts, and the se-
lection and arrangement of facts. "A study of history that 
leaves the pupil unconscious of the historical method can 
scarcely be called a study of history at al1."10 
Some writers report that the historical method is not 
suitable before the seventh grade. However, Johnson be-
lieves: 
• • • A first grade can be led to see that something 
is learned about Indians from things dug up out of the 
ground, something from writings of white men who reported 
what they saw, and something from stories told by Indians 
about themselves and later reported by white men. First 
grade children will themselves often suggest that the 
Indians did not write books. A fourth grade can be led 
to think of different ways of knowing about people, and 
of the relative iirits of the different ways of knowing 
about them. ••• 
At the primary and intermediate level the elementary 
aspects of historical method may be presented to the child 
9Robert Livingston Schuyler, "Can History Educate?" 
Columbia University Quarterly (June, 1935}, 9:101. 
lOaenry Johnson, Teaching of History (New York: The 
Macmillan Company, 1940), p. 119. 
11~., p. 303. 
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through both oral and written transmission. The teacher or 
a child may describe a first hand experience to the class. 
Others in turn try to describe the same instance. The class 
will then become aware of the discrepancies between two or 
three secondary sources. 
To develop an awareness of errors or changes of mean-
ing through written transmission, have one person copy a 
paragraph from a book. A second person copies from the first 
written draft, etc., until five or six people have completed 
this process. The final writing is compared with the originru 
for errors of fact and meaning. 
No matter how elementary the approach is, it is possi-
ble to develop an awareness of the historical method at an 
early age which could be further implemented at the universi~ 
level. As stated by Johnson: 
• • • We speak of history in the elementary school and 
history in the university, without prejudice to either. 
It is convenient, and it ought to be possible, to speak 
of the historical method in both, without prejudice to 
ei ther.12 
Moffatt describes primary and secondary sources: 
Historical sources are classified as primary, or 
original, and secondary. Primary sources may include 
written materials (books, diaries, memoirs, journals, 
treaties, and papers), artifacts (coins, tools, weapons, 
buildings, statues, and human remains}, oral materials 
(legends, songs and tales) and pictorial materials (maps, 
charts, sketches, and inscriptions}. Secondary sources 
are those derived from primary sources (textbooks, 
bulletins, and reports).13 
12rbid., p. 303. 
13Moff'attA on. cit. P. 226. 
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Many sources are a mixture of primary and derived. 
This is because few observers confine their reports to their 
observations. Their statements are often based on their own 
observances along with reports of others. 
A child may learn to distinguish between ·primary and 
secondary sources by asking the following questions. 
1. Was the author there? 
2. Did he get this information by reading or hearing 
about the matter? 
Some authors believe that primary sources are best 
suited at a level of learning abov.e the elementary age. 
Others believe that they are valuable at all levels even if 
used strictly for collateral xeading. At the higher level of 
learning much stress is placed on the uses of source material 
to develop critical skills and habits. Keohane states: 
The major educational functions of primary sources in 
the 11th and 12th grade classes in our national history 
may be listed as follows: · 
1. inspirational 
2. ''making history live'' - giving it warmth, color, 
a~d the flavor of the times; 
3. reinforcing knowledge about important persons, 
events, laws, institutions, and problems; 
4. gaining first hand knowledge of significant docu-
ments; 
5. developing habits of critical reading and thinking; 
6. gaining familiarity with some creative ideas in 
United States history through analysis of some 
classic statements of American social thought.14 
14Robert E. Keohane, Historical Method and Primary 
Sources, Seventh Yearbook of the National Council for the 
Social Studies (Washington, D. c., 1946}, pp. 325-339. 
8 
The role of source material is also valuable in 
stimulating interest, providing atmosphere and creating a 
sense of reality. Hunt ~phasizes: 
If our progr~ of developing interest and competence 
in the study of society, together with ability to bring 
knowledge of the past to bear on current affairs and 
ability to discriminate amonc the many interpretations ana 
eonflicting versions of events and issues in our day, we 
~annot neglect attention to the sources of our infor-
mation and the processes by which public opinion is 
formed and conclusions are reached.l5 
Moffatt refers t"o the same subject: 
History can be made to live, and it is vitally im-
portant that it be made realistic. Those events, people, 
conditions, and movements that made history must be 
visualized, known, and understood. The settling and 
purposes behind these threads of history and their in-
volvement are important. • • .16 
Both Moffatt and Rich believe that to develop a true 
feeling for any period in history, documents are invaluable • 
• • • the actual "feel" and "flavor of living" of each 
period can hardly be brought to the understanding of the 
student without extensive use of document material of all 
sorts. The student takes the ways of the present for 
granted, and is only too apt to look on any former way as 
merely a curi~us vagary, or an inexplicable variation from 
common sense • ·1 
Sources may also be used to teach that history is based 
on evidence. As stated by Johnson: 
15Erling M. Hunt, "What About Original Sources," 
Education (1940-1941), 61:11-13. 
l~offatt, op. cit., pp. 227-228. 
17Maurice P. Moffatt and Stephen G. Rich, "What 
Documents Have Educational Value?" Journal of Educational 
Sociology (1951-1952), 25:29. 
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• • • It ought to be commonplace that schoolroom 
history should give the pupil some consciousness of·what 
historical knowledge is and some training in the m~~hod 
by which historical knowledge is establishe~ •.•• 
Sources can be used in many ways in the classroom. 
They can precede the textbook in selected areas of study. 
Teacher prepared copies can be translated for the children 
at different levels of ability where the source may be used 
as an introduction to a unit, research material for indi-
vidual studies, or collateral reading. As stated by Andrews: 
Sources may be used in such a variety of ways that it 
is possible to adapt them to the needs of almost any 
class of students from grades to the graduate school. 
In less advanced courses they may serve simply as col-
lateral reading.l9 
A natural way to introduce critical study of primary 
sources is to point out the discrepancies between two or 
more secondary sources of some specific point. The student 
should be aware that all facts in history are not easily ac-
quired. Preston says: 
The difficulty of knowing for certain many facts of 
the past may be shared with the class. Children may 
compare a primary source with comparable content found in 
textbooks, other published· sources, and films.20 
Educators do not agree w~th the use of sources in the 
study of history because of difficulties with source books 
available to the student. Some source bQoks do not give 
18Johnson, op. cit., p. 302. 
19G. G. Andrews, "The Use of Historical 
Social Studies (November, 1936), 27: 464-469. 
20Preston o • cit., p. 197. 
Sources " 
' 
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adequate in~ormation on who the writers were in their general 
qualifications. Was the writer a disinterested person, 
prejudiced or passionate in preparing his work? In some 
source books the extracts are too short to give richness in 
detail. 
Others fear that the comparing of sources will jeopara 
ize the natural credulity of children. Preston disagrees: 
• • • they must be told that this is indeed one 
purpose of the study of history. It should start 
children on the road to being critical readers and 
;~;;e~~;u~n~i~~~~~s~~fe intelligent, less gullible, and 
The study of early explorations is very easily related 
to a unit on map skills. The child should first have the ex-
perience of making his own map. If at the intermediate level 
they have not had this,opportunity, they could start by 
mapping the classroom, the school, and an imaginary town 
built with blocks in the classroom. As st~ted by Preston: 
••• If the child learns early enough how to make a 
map, his inborn curiosity regarding what is over the 
horizon may be preserved, and his life enriched there-
by.22 
As portions of the western hemisphere were explored, 
the map makers of.lurope were of necessity constantly making 
revisions. To share with the children some of these changes 
in relationship with the world today is indeed a chance to 
make use of historical geography at its best. Historical 
21Ibid., p. 197. 
22Ibid., p. 8. 
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geography is the recreation of past geographies with ob-
servations made of changes through time. 
Through historical geography the social studies 
teacher may find it possible to make use of space aware-
ness to build up awareness of time sequences. In the 
approach to the past of historical geography, the class 
takes only a few samples of the geography of an area at 
the critical periods in its development. By examining an 
area during several of these periods, the students come 
to see the changes that have occurred since the time 
preceeding. Then, as needed, they can turn to an ex-
amination of the events which helped bring about the 
changes. The events, then, are not studied for their own 
sake. They are studied only as they throw light on 
geographic change.23 
When using copies of older maps it is not necessary to 
study each stage of development from the first explorations 
to present time. The main purpose is ~hat the children ac-
quire an understanding of the use of these maps and an 
appreciation of the long process and difficulties geographers 
had in picturing the world as we know it today. Through this 
approach they will develop an awareness and interest in the 
reading of present day maps. 
As youngsters begin the study of United States history, 
it is important that they have the opportunity to receive 
some background information on how and why this land was de-
veloped. Aristotle believed that in order to understand any-
thing one must trace it from its beginning. 
In the study of exploration as in all phase~ of 
23Phillip Bacon, An Approach to Social Studies Through 
Historical Geography, Twenty-ninth Yearbook of the National 
Council for the Social Studies {Washington, D.o., 1959), 
luu. 150-151. 
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history, a sufficient amount of lingering will better assist 
the student to become immersed in the exciting details of 
one period. Only in this way can history become one of the 
most successful sources of social studies content. It is 
wiser to linger on the experiences of a few selected ex-
plorers than to attempt a fast study of all. As Preston 
states: 
The stories of the early explorers are rich in ad-
venture and high courage even if sullied somewhat by 
avarice. They recount deeds of great significance in 
the extension of knowledge and man's utilization of the 
earth. Teachers should be selective and content to 
dwell upon the activities of a few explorers rather than 
attempt to include all the major explorers in ~equence 
in necessarily condensed and hurried·fashion.24 
A compilation of material to be used by teachers with 
a selected bibliography is often more useful than a com-
pletely planned unit. No two people can present a lesson and 
project himself in a like manner. Nor do all teachers have 
available like materials. The readiness of each class will 
also vary from year to year and place to place for us. 
Preston says: 
Teachers who attempt to repeat faithfully any units 
performed by others are almost certain to feel dis-
satisfied and see their efforts flounder. Ideas and 
references contained in a report of a unit may and should 
be utilized whenever and wherever they are appropriate.25 
In Parts II through V you will find pertinent in-
formation on Christopher Columbus, John Cabot, Ferdinand 
24preston, op. cit., p. l9J. 
25Ibid., pp. 90-91. 
13 
Magellan, and Richard E. Byrd. These facts may be used to 
aid the teacher in developing units on exploratian or may be 
used by a student preparing a special report. 
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PART II 
COLUMBUS 
The Many Faces of Columbus 
At the Chicag0 Exposition of 1893 at least seventy-
one alleged original portraits of Columbus were exhibited. 
There were faces of many varieties: fat, pudgy, smooth, 
mustached, bearded, whiskered, lean, and long. Every bi-
ographer planning to illustrate his subject seems to choose 
the face that most appeals to him. 
There is no description written about Columbus'. 
appearance until after his return from his first voyage. 
OViedo, who was a member of the court, described him later: 
A man of honest parents and life, of good stature and 
appearance, taller than average and strongly limbed: the 
eyes lively and other parts of the face of good propor-
tion, the hair yery red, and the face somewhat ruddy and 
freckled; •••• 
Ferdinand Columbus describes his father in his bi-
ography as a well built man of more than medium stature, with 
somewhat high cheeks, a long face not too fat or thin. His 
nose was aquiline and his eyes were light. His light com-
plexion was complimented with blond hair which turned while 
1samuel Eliot Morison, Admiral of the Ocean Sea 
(Boston: Little Brown and Company, 1942}, p. 47. 
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in his thirtieth year. 
' Pictures of the Three Ships 
No document yet discovered ean show or tell exactly of 
the appearance of these famous ships. Each picture en-
countered is approximately fifty per cent fancy. Most models 
or drawings are the result of the thinking of archeologists, 
artists, naval architects, or ship modelers. 
Controversial Subjects 
Perhaps all great voyages and discoveries will always 
produce doubts in the minds of some for years to come. As 
Von Humboldt cynically remarked, there are three stages in 
the popular attitude toward a great disc~very: first men 
doubt its existence, next they deny i.ts importance, and 
2 
finally they give credit to someone else. 
Many facets of the Columbus voyages have been unaer 
fire for years. During the sixteenth century the major dis-
pute involved the extent and situation of the land actually 
discovered by Columbus. Even now, as in his lifetime, 
further doubts are present. Was he ultimately responsible fm 
all the discoveries in the New World? Was the plan of ex-
ploration from his own thoughts and experiences? Was he a 
man of exceptional intelligence? Did he achieve something 
which no other man could achieve? Was the letter of 
2~.' p. 63. 
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Toscanelli a fabrication used to discourage some beliefs 
that Columbus was an ignorant, but fortunate adventurer? 
During the latter part of the seventeenth, all of the 
eighteenth, and the early nineteenth century most contro-
versies were suspended. This was due to Antonio de 
Herrera's version of the discoveries which was accepted as 
authentic and complete. It was this version that Washington 
Irving made classica1.3 
In the early years of the twentieth century, the 
classical version was seriously attacked. Such controversies 
have unfortunately produced more negative than positive con-
elusions. 
Geographic Beliefs in the Fifteenth Century 
In the fifteenth century men of education were specu-
lating on the writings of the ancients combined with there-
lated experiences of contemporary explorers. or the many 
questions in great minds we might contemplate upon some of 
the thoughts Columbus must have been weighing. What was the 
exact size of the world? What was the proportion or land to 
water?· Was circumnavigation possible? ·was it God's wish to 
traverse this mysterious ocean? Was the distance across this 
ocean too great for carrying adequate provisions? What were 
some unknown perils that could exist in the midst of the 
3 ~., p. 89. 
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Atlantic? Would land found be habitable? Were there really 
great and wealthy lands to the west of Europe? 
Theoretically, it appears that Columbus must have be-
lieved in the possibility of.cireumnavigation as most of the 
educated at the time believed in the rotundity of the earth. 
He also must have believed in extensive, wealthy, populous 
lands to the west or there would have been no purpose in 
venturing forth. Howe.ver, there is no proof as to which of 
the many beliefs of the day were harbored by Columbus or even 
if his opinions were really crystallized before embarkation. 
The Purposes of Eaoh of the Four Voyages 
First Voyage: 
1. To find a shorter route to the Indies 
2. To bring back riches for Spain and seli 
3. To spread Christianity 
Second Voyage: 
1. Conversion of natives 
2. To establish a crown trading colony 
3. Search for gold 
4. To send provisions to men at La Navidaa 
Third Voyage: 
1. To send provisions to men left at 
Hispaniola 
2. To discover a mainland which the King 
0f Portugal believed existed south or 
southeast of the islands 
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Fourth Voyage: 
1. To search for a strait to the Indies 
Biographical Sketches of Some Men Frequently Mentioned 
in Columbus Literature 
Chanca, Dr. Diego Alvarez 
Dr. Chanea wrote an account of the second voyage of 
Columbus. He was a native of Seville and the eminent phy-
sician of the princess. Ferdinand and Isabella arranged:that 
he go as physician to the fleet at the salary he would receive 
in Spain. 
Columbus, Ferdinand 
Ferdinand was the youngest but illegitimate son of 
Columbus. He wrote a "Historie" of his father's voyages. 
This book is particularly valuable since it desc~ibes the 
first voyage and the fourth voyage of which Ferdinand was a 
member. 
LasCasas, Bartolome de 
Las Casas is the author of Historia de las Indias. 
This book on the discovery of America was started in 
Hispaniola about 1527. However it was not printed until 
187 5. Las Casas had the use of all Columbus',; papers and 
journals. 
He followed his father to Hispaniola in 1500, as a man 
of 26 years, with plans of making his fortune. However, he 
changed his plans and became the first priest ardained in the 
0 New World in 1510. He devote~ his life to the belief that 
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Indians should be treated as f'ellow Christians. 
In his writings he is somewhat prejudicial toward the 
Indians and vague on some matters, but he has lef't a great 
history of Columbus' first voyage. 
Martyr, Peter 
Martyr is the earliest historian of the New World. 
Italian born, he moved to Spain when 30 years old. Because 
of education and accomplishments, he was a welcomed member 
of the court. He was present at Columbus' return from his 
first voyage. The erew and Columbus were extensively 
questioned for information of "The Indies."~ In 1494 he 
started to write his history of these discoveries. More in-
formation was given by him about the second voyage than by 
any of his contemporaries. 
Oviedo (Fernandez de Oviedo y Valdes) 
OViedo spent thirty-four years in the Caribbean. In 
1526 he was made off'icial chronicler of "The Indies.n The 
first volume of his Historia General y Natural de las Indias 
appeared in 1535. His ROWers of observation were fantastic. 
His accounts of Columbus' voyages are meager, but he was able 
to draw en oral sources due to the early date of publication. 
Pinzon, Martin Alonso 
Pinzon was the head Qf a middle class family of Palos. 
In 1492 he was about 46 years old. He was influential in 
assisting Columbus in acquiring ships and men at Palos. The 
Pinta was commanded by him. During the voyage he disobeyed 
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orders and left the fleet in search of gold. After his 
death his heirs attempted to prove that he, not Columbus, 
supplied the leadership and intelligence necessary for such 
an exploration. 
Santangel, Luis de 
Santangel was most influential in securing the ac-
ceptance of Columbus' plans by the King and Queen of Spain. 
His family name had been Ohinillo and was changed a~ter the 
family converted from Judaism. His father was a merchant 
who had financial dealings with Juan II of Aragon. 
In Barcelona he was in charge of a branch of the 
business founded by his father. In 1478 he re~inquished his 
business career to enter the royal service. During his 
service to the sovereigns he continued to engage in a private 
financial business. Through this he amassed a large fortune. 
Torres, Luis de 
Torres was also a converted Jew, the official inter-
preter on the first voyage because he knew both Hebrew and 
Arabie. He was one of the people left at La Navidad after 
the wrecking of the Santa Maria. 
Toscanelli, Paola dal Pozzo 
Toseanelli was a Florentine physician. He was the 
top authority on cosmography and navigation. A physician in 
the fifteenth century was apt to be a good mathematician and 
astronomer. The stars helped their medicine to produce cures. 
Being an astronomer naturally led to the study of geography 
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which was Toscanelli's hobby. 
Caribbean Islands Named by Columbus 
·Present Name 
Antigua 
Bird Rock 
Cuba 
Dominica 
Guadaloupe 
Hispaniola 
(Haiti and 
Dominican 
Republic.) 
' Jamaica 
Long Island 
Maria-Galante 
Montserrat 
Nevis 
Puerto Rico 
Saba I 
Columbus ' Name Meaning of Name 
San Maria la Antigua A famous miracle-
worker virgin in 
Seville Cathedral 
Isabella 
Juana 
Dominica 
San Maria de 
Guadaloupe 
La Isla Espanola 
Jameque 
Fernandina 
San Maria Galante 
San Maria de 
Monserrate 
San Martin 
San Juan Bautista 
San -Cristobal 
Q,ueen of Spain 
Heir to the throne 
of Castile and 
Aragon, the Infante 
Don Juan 
From a Sabbath 
landfall 
The Virgin of 
Estremadura - a 
request of a monk 
in Spain 
Spain 
From the Indian 
name Babeque 
King Ferdinand 
Love of his ship 
the Santa Maria 
From famous mona-
stery of Monserrat 
near Barcelona 
Anchored on vigil 
of St. Martin of 
Tours 
St. John the 
Baptist 
St. Christopher 
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Caribbean Islands (continued} 
Present Name 
San Salvador 
Statia 
St. Croix 
St. Kitts 
Rum Cay 
Trinidad 
Vieques I 
Virgin Islands 
Columbus' Name 
Guanahani 
San Anastasia 
Santa Cruz 
San Cristobal 
then s. Jorge 
San Maria de la 
Concepcion 
la ysla de la 
Trinidad 
Gratiosa 
Meaning of Name 
Our Lord and Saviour 
A virgin martyr 
Holy Cross 
? 
Doctrine of the· 
Immaculate Conception 
of the Virgin Mary 
The Holy Trinity 
After Gratiosa 
Geraldini, the mother 
of his friend 
Allessandro Geraldini 
Once Mil Virgenes From the legend" of 
the 11,000 sea-going 
virgins who were 
killed by the Huns 
Chronology of First Voyage 
August 3, 1492 Sailed from Palos in Spain 
September 9, 1492 Sailed from Canary Islands 
October 12, 1492 Landfall - San Salvador 
October 14, 1492 Sailed from San Salvador 
October 15, 1492 Anchored off Rum Cay 
October 16, 1492 Long Island 
October 19, 1492 Bird Rock 
October 28, 1492 Cuba 
December 6, 1492 Hispaniola 
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December 24, 1492 
December 25, 1492 
December 25 to 
January 4, 1493 
January 4, 1493 
January 16, 1493 
February 18, J.-493 
February 24, 1492 
March 4; 1493 
March 13, 1493 
Marc.li 15, 1493 
Chronolo~~ of Second Vo~a~e 
September 25, 1493 
October 2, 1493 
October 13, 1493 
November 3, 1493 
November 4, 1493 
November 10, 1493 
November 11, 1493 
November 11, 12, 1493 
November 14, 1493 
November 15-18, f493 
November 18, 1493 
November 19, 1493 
Left Hispaniola 
Santa Maria wrecked near Cape 
Haitien 
Built fort from wreckage at La 
Navidad 
Left Hispaniola in Nina 
Left last anchorage in New World 
Landed in Azores 
Left Azores for Spain 
Arrived at Portugal 
Sailed for Spain 
Arrived at Spain after 32 weeks 
Left Cadiz, Spain 
Arrived at Canary Islands 
Left Canaries 
Landfall - Dominica 
Sailed to Guadaloupe 
Sailed from Guadaloupe 
Sighted and named Montserrat and 
.Antigua 
Anchored near Nevis and from 
here sighted.St. Kitts, Statia, 
and Saba 
Landed at St. Croix 
Sailed around the Virgin Islands 
Discovered Vieques 
Puerto Rico 
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November 22, 1493 
November 23, 1493 
November 28, 1493 
January 2, i494 
April 24, 1494 
May 5, 1494 
May 14, 1494 
June 13, 1494 
September 29, 1494 
March 10, 1496 
June 11, 1496 
Chronology of Third Voyage 
May 30, 1498 
July 4, 1498 
July 31, 1498 
I ' 
August 4-13, 1498 
August 14, 1498 
August 31, 149-8 
October 1, 1500 
End of October, 1500 
Chronology of Fourth Voyage 
May 11, 1502 
May 20, 1502 
May 25, 1502 
Left Puerto Rico 
Hispaniola 
La Navidad - near Cape Haitien, 
Hispaniola 
Permanent settlement started 
at Isabella, Hispaniola 
Sailed for Cuba 
Discovered Jamaica 
Back to Cuba 
Sailed from Cuba 
Arrived at Isabella 
Left Isabella for Spain 
Arrived at Cadiz, Spain 
Left Spain 
Left Cape Verde Island 
Landfall - Trinidad 
Followed Gulf of Paria al0ng 
Venezuela coast 
Set sail tor Hispaniola 
Landed at port of Santo Domingo 
Left Hispaniola for Spain 
Arrived at Cadiz, Spain 
Left Cadiz, Spain 
Arrived at Grand Canary 
Set sail for Indies 
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c June 15, 1502 
June 18, 1502 
June 24, 1502 
June 2 9, 1502 
July .30, 1502 
July .3, 1502 to 
April 16, 150.3 
April 16, 150.3 
May 12, 150.3 
June 25, 1503 
End of June, 1504 
September 12, 1504 
November 7, 1504 
Martinique 
Dominica 
Passed Puerto Rico 
Santo Domingo Harbor 
Sailed to PUerto Castillo, 
Honduras 
Explored coast of Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and 
Panama 
Started for Hispaniola 
Islands on the south side of 
Cuba 
Jamaica 
Left Jamaica for Santo Domingo 
Left for Spain 
Arrived at Spain 
Early Life of Christopher Columbus 
The most modern research has done little to unfold the 
mystery of the early life of Columbus. However his life and 
voyages are better documented than those of any famous ex-
plorer before the seventeenth century. 
Other than speculation, we shall probably never know 
any more about Columbus' early life than the tact that he 
helped his parents at Genoa and Savona in the woolen weaver 
trade and that he enjoyed no formal schooling or privileges 
of that day. Through the piecing together of fifteen to 
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twenty notarial records and municipal documents there is no 
mystery about his birth, family or race. 
He was born in Genoa, Italy sometime between August 25 
and the end of October in 1451. His birthday was probably 
celebrated on June 25th, which is the feast of Saint 
Christopher who was his patron saint. This was generally the 
custom in Catholic countries. Some believe his ancient 
ancestors were a raee of sailors. 
Most historians refer to his early education as "normal 
for the day." When born of the poorer elass, this did not 
involve any formal education. It is possible that he was 
illiterate in Genoa where he would have learned to read and 
write Italian-Spanish, if educated. Recent research analyz-
ing Columbus' writings was done by a Spanish philologist, 
Ramon Menend~z Pidal.4 He reports that Columbus did not 
write Jewish-Spanish or Italian-Spanish, but Portuguese-
Spanish. All his writings were Castilian with Portuguese 
spellings. 
When he went to sea is questionable. It could have 
been anytime from fourteen to twenty-three years of age. The 
routes of his early sailing are in doubt, but there is no 
question that he gained much experience at sea. 
In Lisbon Columbus appears to have learned much about 
maps and charts from a younger brother, Bart~olomew, who had 
established himself before Columbus arrived. 
4Morison, ibid., p. 16. 
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In Lisbon he met his wife Dona Felipa. The date and 
place of the wedding are unknown, but from the birth of 
Diego in 1480 it is assumed the wedding took place in 1479. 
Dona Felipa belonged to one of the noble families of the 
kingdom. She died sometime before 1485, which was the time 
Columbus left Portugal. 
Before leaving Portugal Columbus had approached King 
John II with his plan to sail west. Supposedly King John II 
secretly sent out ships, but they returned unsuccessfully. 
This deceit angered Columbus, so he left Portugal without 
further discussion of plans. 
In 1485 after arriving at Palos,· Columbus with Diego 
walked to the Franciscan friary of La Rabida. He probably 
planned to leave Diego here to attend school while he 
organized his plan to seek help from Ferdinand and Isabella. 
From this visit Columbus received the aid of an interested 
friar, Antonio de Marchena. After hearing the Discoverer's 
plan, Marchena became his advocate. Through Marehena, 
Columbus made contact with the Count of Medina Celi who owned 
a merchant fleet and wanted to finance Christopher, but royal 
orders prevented this transaction. The Count entertained 
Columbus for two years while he' awaited the decision of the 
Queen. During this time Ferdinand Columbus was borne out of 
wedlock by Beatriz Enriquez de Harana. 
In May 1486 Columbus had an audience with the Queen. 
She listened to his plan but felt the need of advice from 
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her ministers before making a decision. A commission was 
organized to investigate the project. The Commission met in 
the early summer at Cordova and moved to Salamanca. 
Salamanca was a university of residential colleges. The 
Commission was referred to as the Talavera Commission. 
Though some members believed in Columbus' plan the Commission 
postponed its decision. 
The myth of the Council of Salamanca where Columbus 
was quizzed by very learned men, to which quizzing he was 
supposedly magnificent in retort, has been wide spread. 
Washington Irving let his imagination run rampant on this 
subject, which led to interesting reading with unwarranted 
facts. 5 
Following the Talavera meetings Columbus was placed on 
the payroll for one year from 1487-1488. His decision to 
reappear before King ~ohn II of Portugal was rebuffed by the 
return of Bartholomew Dias trom the Cape of Good Hope. 
What happened to Columbus from 1488 to 1491 is not re-
corded. 
From 1485-1490 Columbus read all the authoritative 
sources of his time on geography. He owned four of these 
books, which are still preserved showing his annotations. 
These included the Latin translation of Book of Sir Marco 
Polo; an Italian translation of Pliny's Natural History; 
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Pierre d'Ailly's Imago Mundi in Latin; and Historia Rerum 
Ubique Gestarum by Aeneas Sylvius (Pope Pius II). 
The Historia Rerum contains many of Ptolemy's views. 
Imago Mundi was composed in 1410 befor Ptolemy's geography 
had been rediscovered. 
The Talavera report was finally rendered late in 1490. 
They rejected the proposal for six reasons: (1} The voyage 
would take three years; (2) If he reached the land on the 
other side of the globe he could not return; {J) The western 
ocean is perhaps not navigable; (4) The greater part of the 
globe is covered with water; (5) Only three of the five zones 
are habitable; and (6} So many years had passed since the 
Creation that it was unlikely that new lands could be found~ 
The King and Queen did not remark on this reportt but kept 
Columbus in expectation for another six to nine months. 
Columbus became impatient with the sovereigns and de-
cided to leave tor France. He went to La Rabida to pick up 
Diego. Fray Juan Perez, head of the friary, was upset~and 
through his influence with the Queen caused another meeting 
for Columbus with Isabella. 
At this meeting Columbus demanded so much in return 
for the help offered that his negotiators were frightened and 
disgusted and the whole plan was definitely rejected. 
As Columbus was again leaving for France to negotiate 
with the King, Luis de Santangel, Ferdinand's finance 
minister, convinced the Queen she was in error and the king-
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dom w0uld suffer. 
By royal order Columbus returned. The agreement was 
finally signed on April 17, 1492. The trip was financed 
partly by the crown, money borrowed by Columbus from his 
friends, and probably half by Santangel. 
Ordinarily the sailing port would have been Cadiz. 
However, at this time all Jews in the kingdom were being 
, 
banished. The traffic from Cadiz was very great. Therefore 
Palos was chesen. 
Palos owed the crown a debt, so they were·ordered to 
supply two ships without charge and one to be purchased. 
According to Winsor, one of the ships was owned by the 
Pinzons, but Morison refutes this. The Pinta was commanded 
by Martin A. Pinzon. Vicente Y. Pinz'on coinmanded the Nina. 
These Pinzon brothers and heirs were later to cause Columbus 
much trouble in an attempt to discredit his success. 
Though a civil order was enacted to pard~n all crimi-
nals who wished to join Columbus, it is not true that all of 
the crew were hardened criminals. There were many capable 
seamen aboard the three ships. 
The First Voyage 
The first voyage of Columbus left Palos in Spain on 
August 3, 1492. For repairs they ,stopped at the Caaary 
Islands. The trip was resumed on September 9, 1492. Landfal 
in the West Indies was at San Salvador on October 12, 1492. 
The sighting of this land was truly made by a crew member, 
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but Columbus claimed this honor because of a light seen hours 
before. A weakness in his character is noted here, but then 
we do not know his reasoning for this act. 
~ 
On this first voyage many islands were visited or 
sighted in the Caribbean from San Salvador to Cuba. Cuba was 
believed to be the mainland and would require future explora-
tion. 
The journals of Paolo Toscanelli to Columbus are quite 
important if other journals are to be understood. Columbus 
often referred to Toscanelli's journal. In fact, these 
letters were practically the sailing directions for Columbus. 
Toscanelli first wrote a letter answering the requests of 
Canon Farnham Martins for the King of Portugal concerning a 
westward trip to India. With this letter he enclosed a map, 
which has since been lost. When Columbus sent a similar re-
quest, Toscanelli sent a copy of his letter to Martins, the 
map, plus additional remarks. 
Toscanelli's original letter was in L~tin. The Italian 
and Spanish translations are somewhat inaccurate. The text 
was discovered in 1860 in the Columbine Library at Seville. 
The original map was used by Las Casas when he wrote his 
history. 
Toscanelli's Letter 
Paul, the Physician, to Cristobal Colombo greeting. 
I perceive your magnificent and great desire to find a 
way to where the spices grow, and in reply to your letter 
I send you the copy of another letter which I wrote, some 
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·days ago, to a friend and favourite of the most serene 
King of Portugal before the wars of Castille, in reply to 
another which, by direction of his Highness, he wrote to 
me on the said subject, and I send you another sea chart 
. like the one I sent him, by which you will be satisfied 
respecting ydur enquiries: which copy is as follows: 
"Paul, the Physician, to Farnan Martins, Canon at 
Lisbon, greeting. 
It ~as-pleasant to me to understand that your health 
was good, and that you are in the favour and intimacy 
with the most generous and most magnificent Prince, your 
King. [Alfonso V., nephew of Prince Henry the Navigator.] 
I have already spoken with you respecting a shorter way 
to the places of spices than that which you take by 
Guinea, by means of maritime navigation. The most serene 
King now seeks ~rom me some statement, or rather a demon-
stration to the eye, by which the slightly learned may 
take in and understand that way. I know this can be 
shown from the spherical shape of the earth, yet, to make 
the comprehension of it easier, and to facilitate the 
work, I have determined to show that way by means of a 
sailing chart. I, therefore, send to his Majesty a chart 
made by my own h~ds, on which are delineated your coasts 
and islands, whence you must begin to make your journey 
always westward, and the places at which you should ar-
rive, and how far from the pole on the equinoctial line 
you ought to keep, and through how much space or over how 
many miles you should arrive at those most fertile places 
full of all sorts of spices and jewels. You must not be 
surprised if I call them east, because to those always 
sailing west, those parts are found by navigation on the 
under siae of the earth. But if· by land and by the upper 
side, they will always be found to the east. The straighi 
lines shown lengthways on the map indicate the distance 
from east to west; and those that are drawn across show 
the spaces from south to north. I have also noted on the 
map several places at which you may arrive for the better 
information of navigators, if they should reach a place 
different from what was expected,by reason of the wind or 
any other cause; and also that they may show some ac-
quaintance with the country to the natives, which ought 
to be sufficiently agreeable to them. It is asserted 
that none but merchants live on the islands. For there 
the number of navigators with merchandize is so great 
that in all the rest of the world there are not so many 
as in one most noble part called Zaitun. [Believed to be 
Chwangehan-fu, a famous. seaport of Fokien in China.] For 
they affirm that a hundred ships laden with pepper dis-
charge their cargoes in that part in a single year, be-
sides other ships bringing other spices. That country is 
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very populous and very rich, with a multitude of 
provinces and kingdoms, and with cities without number, 
under one prince who is called Great Kan, [Note dis-
tinction between Khan and Kaan or Kan. Khan may be 
rendered Lord, and given to chiefs whether they were 
sovereigns or not. Kaan is a form of Khakan, a title 
peculiar to the supreme sovereign of the Mongols. Marco 
Polo used Kaan when speaking of the Great Kaan. 
Toscanelli and Columbus wrote Kan,J which name signifies 
Rex Regum in Latin, whose seat and residence is generally 
in the province Katay. (The name Khitay, or Cathay, is 
derived from a people called Khitan, whose chief ruled 
over northern China for two hundred years, until 1132.] 
His ancestors desired intercourse with Christians now 
200 years ago. They sent to the Pope and asked for 
several persons learned in the faith, that they might be 
enlightened, but those who were sent, being impeded in 
their journey, went back. Also, in the time of Eugenius 
one of them came to Eugenius, [ Eugenius IV - Pope from 
1431-1147] who affirmed their great kindness towards 
Christians, and I had a long conversation with him on many 
subject~.,. about the magnitude of their rivers in length 
and breadth, and on the multitude of cities on the banks 
of the rivers. He said that on one river there were near 
200 cities with marble Bridges great in length and 
breadth, and everywhere adorned with columns. This 
country is worth seeking by the Latins, not only because 
great wealth may be obtained from it, gold and silver, 
all sorts of gems, and spices, which never reach us; but 
also on account of its learned men, philosophers, and ex-
pert astrologers, and by what skill and art so powerful 
and magnificent a province is governed, as well as how 
their wars are conducted. This is for some satisfaction 
to his request, so far as the shortness of time and my 
occupations admitted: being ready in future more fully 
to satisfy his royal Majesty as far as he may wish. 
Given at Florence, June 24, 1474." 
Toscanelli resumes his letter to Columbus. 
From the city of Lisbon due west there are 26 spaces 
marke<l on the map, each of which has 250 miles, as far as 
the most noble and very great city of Quinsay. [Kinsay 
from Chinese word Kingaze, which means capital.] For it 
is a hundred miles in circumference and has ten bridges, 
and its name signifies the city of Heaven; many wonders 
being related concerning it, touching the multitude of its 
handicrafts and resources. This space is almost a third 
part of the whole sphere. That citY. is ia the province of 
Mangi, [China south of the Hwang-ho ] or near the province 
Katay, in which land is the royal residence. But from 
the island Antilia, known to you, to the most noble island 
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of Cippangue [Japan] there are ten spaces. For that 
island is most fertile in gold, pearls, and precious 
stones, and they cover the temples and palaces with solid 
gold. Thus the spaces of sea to be crossed in the un-
known parts are not great. Many things might perhaps 
have been declared more exactly, but a diligent ~inker 
will be able to cle~r up the rest for himself. Farewell, 
most excellent one. 
The original journals of the first voyage have been 
lost. The .following journal has been preserved in sub-
stantially the correct text by Las Casas. 
1 
Sir, As I know that you will be pleased at the great 
victory with which Our Lord has crowned my voyage, I 
write this to you, from which you will learn how in 
thirty-three days I passed from the Canary Islands to the 
Indies with the fleet which the most illustrious King and 
Q,ueen, our sovereigns, gave to me. And there I found 
very many islands filled with people innumerable, and of 
them all I have taken possession .for Their Highnesses, by 
proclamation made and with the royal standard unfurled, 
and no opposition was offered to me. 
To the first island which I found I gave the name San 
Salvador, in remembrance of the Divine Majesty, Who has 
marvelously bestowed all this; the Indians call it 
"Guanahani. tt To the second I gave the name Isla de Santa 
Maria de Concepcion; to the third, Fernandina; to the 
fourth, Isabella; to the fifth, Isla Juana; and so to eact 
one I gave a new name. 
When I reached Juana, I followed its coast to the west-
ward, and I found it to be so extensive that I thought 
that it must be the mainland, the province of Catayo 
[Cathay, China] • And since there were neither towns nor 
villages on the seashore, but only small hamlets, with the 
people of which I could not have speech, because they all 
fled immediately, I went forward on the same course, 
thinking that I should not fail to find great cities and 
towns. 
And at the end of many leagues, seeing that there was 
no change and that the coast was bearing me northward -
6c1ements Markham (trans.), The Journal of Christopher 
Columbus (London: The Hakluyt Society, 1893), pp. 3-5. 
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which I wished to avoid, since winter was already be-
ginning and I proposed to make from it to the south - and 
as moreover the wind was carrying me forward, I de-
termined not to wait for a change in the weather and re-
traced my path as far as a certain harbor known to me. 
And from that point I sent two men7 inland to learn if 
there were a king or great cities. They traveled three 
days' journey and found an infinity of small hamlets and 
people without number, but nothing of importance. For 
this reason, they returned, 
I understood sufficiently from other Indians whom I 
had al.ready taken that this land was nothing but an 
island. And therefore I followed its coast eastward for 
107 leagu~s to the point where it ended. .And from that 
cape I saw another island, distant 18 leagues from the 
former, to the east, to which I at once gave the name 
Espanola. 
And I went there and followed its northern coast, as I 
had in the case of Juana, to the eastward for 188 great 
leagues in a straight line. 
This island and all the others are very fertile to a 
limitless degree, and this island is extremely so. In it 
there are many harbors on the coast of the sea, beyond 
comparison with others which I know in Christendom, and 
many rivers, good and large, which is marvelous. Its 
lands are high, and there are in it very ~any sierras and 
very lofty mountains, beyond comparison with the island 
of Teneriffe. All are most beautiful, of a thousand 
shapes, and all are accessible, and filled with trees of 
a thousand kinds and tall, and they seem to touch the 
sky. And I am told that they never lose their foliage, 
as I can understand, for I saw them as green and as 
lovely as they are in Spain in May, and some of them were 
flowering, some bearing fruit, and some in another stage, 
according to their nature. And the nightingale was sing-
ing, and other birds of a thousand kins, in the month of 
November there where I went. 
There are six or eight kinds of palm, which are a 
wonder to behold on account of their beautiful variety, 
7Rodrigo de Xerez and Luis de Torres. Xerez was a Jew 
and understood Hebrew, Chaldee, and a little Arabic. 
Keyersling (The First Jew in America) seems to be in error in 
supposing that de Torres afterwards settled in Cuba. He was 
killed at La Navidad. 
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but so are the other trees and fruits and plants. In it 
are marvelous pine groves, and there are very large 
tracts of cultivatable lands, and there is honey, and 
here are birds of many kinds and ~ruits in great di-
versity. In the interior are mines o~ metals, and the 
population is ~ithout number. Espanola is a marvel. 
The sierras and mountains, the plains and arable lands 
and pastures, are so lovely and rich tor planting and 
sowing, tor breeding cattle of every kind, for building 
towns and villages. The harbors of the sea here are such 
as cannot be believed to exist unless they have been seen, 
and so with the rivers, many and great, and good waters, 
the majority of which contain gold. [Pur~ conjectureJ 
In the trees and fruits and plants, there is a great 
difference from those of Juana. In this island there are 
many spices, and great mines of gold and of other metals. 
The people of this island, and of all the other 
islands which I have found and of which I have in~ormati~ 
all go naked, men and women, as their mothers bore them, 
although some women cover a single place with the leaf o~ 
a plant or with a net of cotton which they make tor the 
purpose. They have no iron or steel or weapons, nor are 
they fitted to use them, 'not beca.use they are not well-
built men and of handsome stature, but because they are 
very marvelously timourous. They have no other arms than 
weapons made of canes, cut in seeding time, to the ends 
of which they fix a small sharpened stick. 
And they do not .dare to make use of these, for many 
times it has happened that I have sent ashore two or 
three men to some town to have speech, and countless 
people have come out to them, and as so0n as they have 
seen my men approaching they have fled, even a father not 
waiting for his son. And this not because ill has been 
done to anyone; on the contrary, at every point where I 
have been and have been able to have speech, I have given 
to them o~ all that I had, such as cloth and many other 
things, without receiving anything :for it. But so they 
are, incurably timid. 
It is true that after they have been reassured and have 
lost their :fear, they are so guileless and so generous 
with all they possess that no one would believe it who 
has not seen it. They never refuse anything which they 
possess, it it be asked of them. On the contrary, they 
invite anyone to share it, and display as much love as if 
they would give their hearts, and whether the thing be 0f 
value or whether it be of small price, at once with what-
eTer trifle of whatever kind it may be that is given to 
them, with that they are content. 
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I forbade that they should be given things so worth-
less as fragments of broken crockery and scraps of broken 
glass and ends of straps, although when they were able to 
get them, they fancied that they possessed the best jewel 
in the world. So it was found that a sailor for a strap 
received gold to the weight of two and a half castellanos 
[gold coins], and others much more for other things which 
were worth much less. As for new blancas [copper or 
silver coins!,.,, for them they would give everything which 
they had, although it might be two or three castellanos' 
weight of gold or an arroba about 25 lbs or two of 
spun cotton. • • • 
They took even the pieces of the broken hoops of the 
wine barrels and, like savages, gave what they had, so 
that it seemed to me to be wrong, and I forbade it. And 
I gave a thousand handsome good things which I had 
b~ought, in order that they might conceive affection, and 
more than that, might become Christians and be inclined · 
to the love and service of Their Highnesses and of the 
whole Castilian nation, and strive to aid us and to give 
us of the things which they have in abundance and which 
are necessary to us. And they do not know any creed and 
are not idolaters; only they-·all belie.ve that power and 
good are in the heavens, and they are very firmly con-
vinced that I, with these ships and men, came from the 
heavens, and in this belief they everywhere received me, 
after they had overcome their fear. 
And this does not come because they are ignorant. On 
the contrary, they are of a very acute intelligence and 
are men who navigate all those seas, so that it is 
amazing how good an account they give of everything, but 
it is because they have never seen people clothed or ships 
of such a kind. 
And as soon as I arrived in the Indies, in the first 
island which I found I took by force some of them, in 
order that they might learn and give me information of 
that which there is in those parts. .And so it was that 
they soon understood us, and we them, eitheS by speech or 
signs, and they have been very serviceable. I still 
take them with me, and they are always assured that I come 
from Heaven, for all the intercourse which they have had 
8on his return journey to Spain, Columbus took with 
him several Indians, of whom only seven survived the voyage. 
One acted as interpreter on the second voyage. 
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with me. And they were the first to announce this 
wherever I went, and the others went running from house 
to house and to the neighboring towns, with loud cries of, 
"Come% Come to see the people from Heaveni" 
• • • In these islands I have so far found no human 
monstrosities, as many expected, but on the contrary the 
whole population is very well formed, nor are they Negroes 
as in Guinea, but their hair is flowing, and they are not 
born where there is intense force in the rays of the sun. 
It is true that the sun has there great power, although it 
is distant from the equinoctial line 26 degrees. In these 
islands, where there are high mountains the cold was 
severe this winter, but they endure. it, being used to it 
and with the help of meats which they eat with many and 
extremely hot spices. 
As I have found no monsters, so I have had no report of 
any, except in an island, Quaris, [either Dominica or 
Maria Galante], the second at the coming into the Indies, 
which is inhabit~d by a people who are regarded in all the 
islands as very fierce and who eat human flesh. They have 
many canoes with which they range through all the island 
of India and pillage and take as much as they can. They 
are no more malformed than the others, except that they 
have the custom of wearing their hair long like women, and 
they use bows and arrows of the same cane stems, with a · 
small piece of wood at the end, owing to lack of iron, 
which they do not possess. 
• • • In conclusion, to speak only of that which has 
been accomplished on this voyage, which was so hasty, 
Their Highnesses can see that I will give them as much 
gold as they may need, if Their Highnesses will render me 
very slight assistance; moreover, spice and cotton, as 
much as they shall order to be shipped and which, up to 
now, has been found only in Greece, in the island of 
Ohios, and the Seignory sells it for what it pleases; and 
aloe wood, as much as they shall order to be shipped; and 
slave, as many as they shall order to be shipped and who 
will be from the idolaters • 
• • ~ This is enough [Here occurs a blank space in the 
original ]and the eternal God, Our Lord, Who gives to all 
those who walk in His way triumph over things which appear 
to be impossible, and this was notably one. For although 
men have talked or have written of these lands, all was 
conjectural, without suggestion of ocular evidence, but 
amounted only to this, that those who heard for the most 
part listened and judged it to be rather a fable than as 
having any vestige of truth. 
So that, since Our Redeemer has given this victory to 
our most illustrious King and Queen and to their renowned 
kingdoms in so great a matter, for this all Christendom 
ought to feel delight and make great feasts and give 
solemn thanks to the Holy Trinity, with many solemn 
prayers for the great exaltation which they shall have in 
the turning of so many peoples to our holy faith, and 
afterward for temporal benefits; for not only Spain but 
all Christians will have hence refreshment and gain. 
This, in accordance with that which has been ac-
complished thus briefly. 
Done in the caravel, off the Canary Islands, on the 
fifteenth of February, in the year one thousand four 
hundred and ninety-three. 
At your orders. 
El Almirante 
After having written this, and being in the sea of 
Castile, there came on me so great a south-southwest wind 
that I was obliged to lighten ship. But I ran here today 
into this port of Lisbon, which was the greatest marvel 
in the world, whence I decided to write to Their 
Highnesses. 
In all the Indies, I have always found weather like 
May; where I went in thirty-three days, and I had re-
turned in twenty-eight save for these storms which have 
detained me for fourteen days, beating about in this sea. 
Here all the sailors say that never has there been so bad 
a winter nor so many ships lost. 
9 Done on the fourth day of March. 
Hispaniola was the scene of the first European colony 
in the New World. It is also the area in which Columbus' 
ashes have been spread. Plans had not been made for this 
settlement at La Navidad at this time, but the shipwreck of 
the Santa Maria made this a necessity. There was not enough 
9cecil Jane (ed. and trans.), Select Documents 
Illustrating the Four Voyages of Columbus. (2 v'ols.; London: 
The Hakluyt Society, 1929) '· vol. 1, PP• 1-19. 
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room in the Nina and Pinta to carry all of the men home. A 
fort was made from the wreckage.. Part of the journal which 
has been deleted mentions the settlement, but carefully re-
frains from telling the true story of the accident. Perhaps 
Columbus was concerned with the possibility of being blamed 
for poor management •. 
The Taines Indians which were found in Hispaniola were 
of a good nature and with little desire to fight as stressed 
in the previous journal. As a result, their enslavement was 
easy. Columbus and his companions felt the relation between 
Spaniard and Indian was nothing more than master to slave. 
He had witnessed the Portuguese enslaving the Negroes of 
Africa and therefore took slavery for granted. This was the 
unfortunate beginning of slavery in the western hemisphere~ 
Columbus was received in great glory as he displayed 
some captive Indians, samples of bird life, wood, and small 
trinkets of gold. He would never again know such honor. 
The Admiral believed he had reached the outskirts of 
"The Indies" and that further exploration of Cuba would re-
sult in a meeting with the Grand Kan. 
The Second Yoyage 
On Columbus' second voyage there were seventeen vessels 
and some twelve hundred people. The people were more care-
fully selected as there were many volunteers. Some famous 
names in history joined the fleet. Juan de la Cosa, a chart 
maker; Ponce de Leon, the future discoverer of Florida; Pedro 
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Las Casas, father of Bartolome; Dr. Diego Chanca; Fray Ramon 
Pane, who compiled the fir~t collection of Indian folklore; 
and Diego, Columbus' youngest brother. 
This second voyage embarked from Cadiz on September 
25, 1493. They stopped at the Canary Islands from October 
2-13, 1493.~ The first landfall after crossing the Atlantic 
was at Dominica on November 3, 1493. On this second voyage 
many more of the islands in the Caribbean were sighted, 
visited, and named by Columbus. 
He was particularly anxious to return to La Navidad. 
Mueh to his sorrow the fort was gone and all thirty-nine 
settlers had been killed. At first all blame for this 
tragedy was fostered on the Tainos Indians. But as time 
passed and the language of the Indians was more clearly 
understood the true story was pieced together. 
The settlers started to argue among themselves over 
gold and women. Two of the men killed one of the settlers. 
They then formed a gang that traversed the island searching 
for women and gold. Other gangs were ultimately formed, 
leaving only a handful to guard the fort. The fierce Carib 
Indians (who were flesh eaters) met and killed these small 
bands as they wandered around the island. When they reached 
the fort there were not enough men to defend the·garrison, 
so all were lost. Had the Spanish followed onders to stay 
together and not incite trouble with the Indians they would 
have been safe. But greed and lust replaced common sense. 
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A permanent settlement was then founded 32 miles 
eastward from La Navidad. This was called Isabella. Un-
fortunately, as is true through history, explorers did not 
always make the wisest choice in choosing their land. 
Columbus believed this spot was nearer to the reported gold 
deposits at Hispaniola. Gold was more important than plant-
' 
ing. 
There was much more sickness reported on this trip. 
This seems to be true when foreigners begin eating native 
produce before their systems become acquainted with the area. 
Twelve of the seventeen vessels returned to Spain 
carrying some captured Indians and products native to the 
area. They had orders to return with more supplies. 
From Isabella, overland trips were made to ~ind gold. 
Columbus led three ships west to discover Jamaica and explore 
more of Cuba. When he left the settlement, he placed his 
brother Diego in charge. Diego was unable to administer the 
settlement well. The Spaniards in search of food and gold 
were very harsh in their treatment of the Indians. This 
caused much unrest on the island. 
In the meantime, more ships had arrived with supplies 
commanded by Bartholomew, Columbus' brother. Word had reachea 
Spain of the unrest, trouble, and poor management. Juan 
Aguado was sent to investigate. When he arrived he found 
plenty to report. There was much sickness and discontent. 
Healthy people spent their time hunting gold and enslaving 
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the Indians. 
When Columbus returned from Cuba, he decided he had 
better embark for Spain before more unfavorable reports were 
made to the sovereigns. He ordered Isabella to be abandoned 
for a new settlement at Santo Domingo. 
Perhaps one of the reasons why the settlement was so 
unsuccessful after eighteen months was due to the attitude of 
the majority. _They did not really want to live on these 
islands. They wanted only to find gold and return to Spain 
wealthy. Little did they know that there was no supply of 
gold at Hispaniola other than the gold dust panned from the 
rivers in very small quantities. 
Ferdinand and Isabella received Columbus on his return, 
but with much less enthusiasm. The returning ships did not 
report the facts as had been related by Marco Polo. Despite 
this a third voyage was planned. 
No trace of records directly made by Columbus have . 
been found of this second voyage. The following journal was 
written by Dr. Chanca, the physician of the fleet. 
PORTIONS OF LETTER of Dr. Chanca, written to the City 
of Seville. This is a translation by R. H. Major. Due to 
the length of this letter and the sections thought unnecessary 
at an elementary level much of it has been summarized • 
• • • The fleet which, by divine permission, the 
Catholic sovereigns, our lords, sent from Spain to the 
Indies, under the command of Uhristopher Columbus, their 
admiral of the Ocean Sea, left Cadiz on the twenty-fifth 
of September, in the year ••• , [1~93] the weather and 
wind being favourable for our Jo~neys. 
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••• On the morning of the Sunday before mentioned, 
r3 Nov. 149.3] we saw an island lying ahead of the ships, ~ominica and afterwards another Maria Galante - named 
from Columbus' flagship the Santa Maria la Galante came 
in sight on the right hand. 
• • .• There Maria Galante the admiral, with the 
royal standard in his hands, landed, and many men with 
him, and there took possession tor their highnesses in 
form or law • • • There were there fruits of different 
_kinds growing wild, which some rather unwisely tasted, 
and touching them only with their tongues, frGm the taste 
their faces became swollen and such great heat and pain 
came over them that they seemed to be going mad; 
Manchineal - used by the Caribs to make the poison for 
their arrows they cured this with cold things. In this 
island we round no people, and no sign of any; we be-
lieved it to be uninhabited ••• on the next day, in the 
morning, we left for another island • • • Guadaloupe • 
• • • As soon as we came near, the admiral ordered a 
light caravel to proceed along the coast and seek for a 
harbour. The caravel went in advance and having reached 
the land sighted some houses. The captain went to the 
shore in the boat and made his way to the houses, in 
which he found their inhabitants. Directly they saw our 
men, they took to flight. He entered the houses, where 
he found their possessions, f0r they had taken nothing 
away, and there he took two parr0ts, very large and very 
different from any that had been seen. He found much 
cotton, spun and ready for spinning, and articles of food, 
of all of which he brought away a little. Especially he 
brought away four or five bones or the arms and legs of 
men. As soon as we saw this, we suspected that those 
islands were the Carib ism.ands which are inhabited by 
people who eat human flesh • • .10 
From Columbus' first trip he had learned of these 
people from friendlier natives. Guadaloupe consists of two 
islands separated by a river. One side is mountainous, the 
other flat. The crew sailed along seeking a good ha~bour. 
The first morning after finding the harbour they searched the 
' 
island. They found people who were captives of the island 
lOcecil Jane, ~., pp. 20-72. 
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natives. Most of the natives had set forth on canoes to raid 
nearby islands •. ~hey found quantities of men's bones and 
skulls hung about the houses like vessels to hold things. 
The captive peoples confirmed their suspicion that this 
island belonged to the Caribs. The natives and captives 
looked much alike, but the Caribs could be recognized as they 
wear two bandages on each leg - one near the knee and one 
near the ankle. 
• • • The customs of this race of Caribs are bestial. 
There are three islands, this which is called Turuqueria, 
[Guadaloupe J the other, which we first sighted, called 
C~yre, [Maria Galan tel and the· third called Ayay [Santa 
Cruz]. They are all agreed, as if they were of one 
family, doing no ill to each other. One and all they 
make war on all the other neighboring islands, and they 
go by sea in the many canoes which they have and which 
are small fustas, made of a single piece of wood, a 
hundred and fifty leagues to make raids. Their arms are 
arrows in place of iron weapons. As they do not possess 
any iron, some of them fix on po~nts made of tortoise-
shell, others from another island fix on fish bones which 
are indented, being so naturally, like very strong saws. 
For an unarmed people, as they all are, such weapons can 
kill and do great injury, but for people of our nation 
they are not arms to be greatly feared. • • .ll 
After leaving the islands of the Caribs they sailed 
one day and saw the island of Montserrat. The Indians they 
had taken from the Caribs said the island was uninhabited as 
the Caribs had depopulated it. So they sailed on to Santa 
Maria la Redonda and santa Maria de la Antigua, but they did 
not stop at these as they were anxious to reach Espanola and 
the colonists Columbus had left on his first journey. On the 
11rbid., pp. 20-72. 
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~ way to Espanola, stopped at San Martin where they captured 
more barren uninhabited islands. Sighted Puerto Rico and 
were impressed by the appearance of the island and desired to 
meet the natives, but they had all fled from fear of the 
Caribs they saw on Columbus' boat. When they reached 
Espanola they did not recognize it as they were approaching 
it from a side not seen by Columbus before. The native names 
for the whole island were Haiti (the land of hills} and Bohio 
(the land of villages). 
While one of the caravels explored the coastline, 
others inspected this side of the island. The land was de-
scribed as remarkable having great rivers, mountain ranges, 
and open valleys. No winter all year round. Only four-footed 
animals were dogs of various colors, both rough and smooth 
haired. They had ears like wolves, never barked. They had 
been domesticated by the Indians. (By 1525 they were extinct, 
because the Spaniards due to lack of provisions ate the dogs.) 
The presence of snakes and lizards were noted. They described 
a very large lizard which we know as an alligator. 
When the place was reached where the colonists had 
J 
lived they found the town burned, some clothing in the Indian 
homes, and the bodies buried. 
Chanca's account ended with the settlement of Isabella 
on Espanola. He supplied no information on the exploration 
of Cuba and Jamaica. 
Columbus left Espanola on. 24 April, 1494 and returned 
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on 29 September, 1494. The route which Columbus took was 
west of Espanola to Cuba following the southeastern coast 
beyond Santiago Bay - due south to Jamaica from St. Annts Bay 
to Montego Bay--north to Cuba--along the southwestern coast 
through the Gulf of Batabano--San Juan to Rio Cauto--south to 
Montego Bay--southeast of Jamaica to Espanola. From Espanola 
he sailed to Spain. 
The Third Voyage 
Two years elapsed before Columbus embarked on his third 
voyage. For this voyage Columbus requested eight ships. Two 
of these ships were to return to Hispaniola with provisions, 
while the other six searched for a mainland southeast of the 
islands as suggested previously by the King of Portugal. On 
this trip Trinidad and the northern coast of South America 
were discovered. 
The Crown sent a new commission to supersede Columbus 
at Hisp~dia. Francisco de Babadilla arrived at santo Domingo 
while Diego was in command. Diego refused his command, so 
Babadilla took charge of the property with violence. 
When Columbus returned from his southerly trip he was 
captured, put in irons, and returned to Spain. The ship's 
captain of~ered to release him, but Columbus wanted to return 
this way to gain the sympathy of the queen. Columbus ap-
parently realized he had been a failure as an administrator. 
Las Casas believes that a native Spaniard would have known 
~ better how to handle his own people. 
50 
I~ 
A long dispatch was sent to the King and Queen on 
October 18, 1498. Much of this letter was filled with 
Ptolemaic, Aristotelian, and, Biblical speculation. He re-
iterated frequently. Very little of this epistle is suitable 
at the elementary level. Therefore only the fo~lowing 
quotations have been chosen, which will describe the tra-
ditional burning zone, the sea of darkness, and Trinidad. 
There the wind failed me and I came into so gr-.eat heat 
and so intense that I believed that the ships and people . 
would be burned, so that all suddenly fell into such con-
fusion that there was no one who dared to go below deck 
to attend to the water cask and provisions. This heat 
lasted for eight days. On the first day it was fine,, and 
on the seven days following it rained and was cloudy, and 
yet we found no relief. I believe certainly that if it 
had been sunny as it was on the first day, it would have 
been in no way possible to escape.l2 
Cecil Jane believes that Columbus exaggerated the 
sufferings to show the advantages of Spain's side of the line 
of demarcation. 
And I also found all the sea full of vegetation 
[Sargasso Sea] of a kind which resembles pine branches and 
very full of fruit like that of the mastic tree. And it 
is so dense that on the first voyage I thought that it 
was a shallow and that the ships would run aground, and 
until this line was reached not a single branch was found. 
I found also on arriving there the sea very gentle and 
smooth, and that though the wind was strong, it never be-
came rough.l3 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • a sailor went up to the maintop to look out and to 
the westward saw three mountains near one another. • • • 
And after this I abandoned the northerly course and 
made for the land, and I arrived there at the hour of 
12Vilhjalmur Stefansson, Great Adventures and Ex-
plorations (New York: The Dial Press, 1952), p. 205. 
13rbid •• pp. 213-214. 
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compline ~t a cape which I called La Galea, having al-
ready named the island Trinidad. There is there a very 
good harbor if bottom could be reached, and there were 
houses and vary fair lands, as lovely and as green as the 
orchards of Valencia in March. It weighed upon me that I 
could not enter the harbor, and I ran along the coast of 
this land to the westward, and having gone 5 leagues, I 
found a very good bottom and anchored. 
And the next day I set sail on this course, seeking a 
harbor in order to repair the ships and take in water, and 
to add to the corn and the only provisions which I had 
brought. There I took in a pipe of water, and then went 
on so until we arrived at the cape. There I found shelter 
from the east wind and a good bottom, and sD I commanded 
to anchor and to repair the water cask and to take in 
water and wood. 
And I ordered ·the people to land to rest themselves on 
account o~ having suffered fatigue for so long a time 
during which the~ were voyaging. To this point I gave the 
name Del Arenal (now Point Yeacos]. And there all the 
ground was trodden by some a~imals which had footprints 
like those of a goat, and although, as it appeared, there 
were many t~ere, I saw none except one that was dead. 
On the following day there came from toward the east a 
large canoe with twenty-fou~ men, all in the prime of 
life and very well proyide~ with arms--bows and arrows and 
wooden shields--and they, as I have said, were all in the 
prime of life, ~ell proportioned and not Negroes, but 
whiter than the others1 who have been seen in the Indies~ 
and very graceful and with handsome bodies, and hair long 
and smoot~, cut in the manner of Castile. They had their 
heads wrapped in scarves of cotton, worked elaborately and 
in colors, which I believed were almaizares (Moorish 
gauze veils]. They wore another of these scarves round 
the body and covered themselves with them in place of 
drawers. 
When this canoe arrived, it hailed us from a great 
distance, and neither I nor anyone else could understand 
them. However, I ordered signs to be made to them that 
they should approach, and in this way more than two hours 
passed, an~ if they came a little nearer, they at once 
sheared off again. I caused pans and other things which 
shone to be shown to them in order to attract them to 
come, and after a good while they came nearer than they 
had hitherto done. And I greatly desired to have speech 
with them, and it seemed to me that I had nothing that 
could be shown to them now which would induce them to 
come nearer. 
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But I caused to be brought up to the castle o~ the 
poop a tambourine, that they might play it, and some 
young men to dance, believing that they would draw near 
to see the festivity. And as soon as they observed the 
playing and dancing, they all dropped their oars and laid 
hand on their bows and strung them, and each one of them 
took up his shield, and they hegan to shoot arrows. I 
immediately stopped the playing and dancing, and then 
ordered some crossbows to be discharged. 
They left me and went· quickly to another caravel and in 
haste got under its stern. And the pilot accosted them, 
and gave a coat and a hat to a man who seemed to be one of 
the chief among them, and it was arranged that he should 
go to speak with them there o.n the shore, where they went 
at once in the canoe to wait for him. And he would not go 
without my permission, and when they saw him come to my 
ship in the· boat, they entered their canoe agai~ and went 
away, and I never saw any more of them or o~ the other 
inhabitants of this island.l4 
The Fourth Voyage 
Columbus embarked on his fourth and last voyage in his 
fifty-first year suffering with arthritis. This was his most 
dangerous. {because of very severe weather) and least profi ta-
ble journey of all. His search for a strait to the Indies 
was in vain even though he came very close to it when anchored 
off the coast of Panama. 
On this trip Columbus followed the coastlines of 
Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama. The fourth 
voyage was well described by Ferdinand, his 'younger son, who 
joined him at that time. Ferdinand's description is excellent 
reading for those interested in the technical aspects of a 
sea voyage. 
Columbus' journal to the King and Queen partially de-
14Ibid., PP· 207,2o8. 
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~ scribed the trip, but was mostly a play for sympathy from the 
Grown. Portions of this letter follow. 
0 
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Most serene, and very high and mighty Princes, the 
King and Queen our Sovereigns:-- My passage from Cadiz to 
the Canary occupied l'our day$;, and thence to the Indies, 
from which I wrote, sixteen days. My intention was to 
expedite my voyage as much as possible while I had good 
vessels, good crews and stores, and because Jamaica was 
the place to which I was bound. I wrote this in Dominica; 
and until now my time has been occupied in gaining in-
formation.. • • 
Such is my fate, that the twenty years of service 
through which I have passed with .so much toil and danger, 
have profited me nothing, and at this yery day I do not 
possess a roof in Spain that I can call my own; if I wish 
to eat or sleep, I have nowhere to go but to the inn or 
tavern, and most times lack wherewith to pay the bill. 
Another anxiety wrung my very heart-strings, which was the 
thought of my son Diego, whom I had left an orphan in 
Spain, and stripped of the honour and propertywhichwere 
due to him on my account, although I had looked upon it as 
a certainty, that your Majesties, as just and grateful 
Princes, would restore it to him in all respects with in-
crease. I reached the land of Cariay, where I stopped to 
repair my vessels and take in provisions, as well as to 
afford relaxation to the men, who had become very weak. 
I myself (who, as I said before, had been several times 
at the point of death) gained information respecting the 
gold mines of which I was in search, in the province of 
Ciamba; and two Indians conducted me to Carambaru, where 
the people ••• wear golden mirrors round their necks, 
which they will neither sell, give, nor part with for any 
consideration. They named to me many places on the sea-
coast where there were both gold and mines • • •• 
• • • One thing I can venture upon stating, because 
there are so many witnesses of it, viz., that in this land 
of Ver&gua [venezuela?] I ~aw more signs of gold in the 
two first days than I·saw ·n Espanola during four years, 
and that there is not a mo e fertile or better cultivated 
country in all the world, .~..~or one whose inhabitants are 
more timid; added to which there· is a good harbour, a 
beautiful river, and the wbole place is capable of being 
easily put into a state of defense • • • • 
• • • The lands in this ~art of the world, which are 
now under your Highnessesr sway, are richer and more ex-
tens~ve than those of any other Christian power, and yet, 
after that I had, by the Di~ine will, placed them under 
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your high and royal sovereignty, and was on the point of 
bringing your majesties into the receipt of a very great 
and une4pected rev.enue; and while I was waiting for the 
ships, to convey me in safety, and with a heart full of joy, to 'your royal presence, victoriously to announce the 
news of the gold that I had discovered, I was arrested 
and thrown, with my two brothers, loaded with irons, into 
a ship, stripped, and very ill treated, without being 
allowed any appeal to justice. Who could believe, that a 
poor foreigner would have risen against your Highnesses, 
in such a place, without any motive or argument on his 
side; without even the assistance of any other prince upon 
which to rely; but on the contrary, amongst your own 
vassals and natural subjects, and with my sons staying at 
your royal court? I was twenty-eight years old when I 
came into your Highnesses' service, and now I have not a 
hair upon me that is not grey; my body is infirm, and all 
that was left to me, as well as to my brothers, has been 
taken away and sold, even to the frock that I wore, to my 
great dishonour. I cannot but believe that this was done 
without your royal permission. The restitution of my · 
honour, the reparation of my losses, and the punishment of 
those who have inflicted them, will redound to the honour 
of your royal character; a similar punishment also is due 
to those who plundered me of my pearls, and who have 
brought disparagement upon the privileges of my admirali-
ty. Great and unexampled will be the glory and fame of 
your Highnesses, if you do this; and the memory of your 
Highnesses, as just and grateful sovereigns, will survive 
as a bright example to Spain in future ages. • • .15 
Columbus returned to apain on November 7, 1504 as a 
very sick man, crippled with arthritis. Queen Isabella died 
on November 2, 1504. The King was far less hospitable. 
Columbus spent his last years fighting for his rights. He 
died on May 20, 1506. 
The Admiral died unaware of the future impact of his 
four voyages. He also died without the feeling of satis-
faction despite his untiring efforts. He did not find the 
Grand Kan, nor the strait to the Indies. He was not success-
1(5A. B. Hart (ed.),.American History Told by Contempo-
raries N"ew York: The Macm~.L.Lan vo •• .L~.G'JJ u. JJ.JJ.-,~ 
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ful in converting many souls. But despite any weakness as 
noted in his character, we can hold him in the highest esteem 
as a constant, zealous, courageous man to whom we owe much. 
• • • no event of such moment can ever occur again, 
unless, perhaps, the tracts of space be bridged and 
communication established between the Earth and her 
sister planets.l6 
16cecil Jane, op. cit., p. 15. 
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P.ART III 
JOHN O..ABOT 
John Cabot was probably born in Genoa, Italy or in 
some nearby place. His name appears in the archives of 
Venice on March 28, 1476 as being a naturalized citizen. It 
was customary at that time to live in the area for fifteen 
years before becoming a citizen. Therefore, he must have 
been living in Venice since 1461. 
Cabot was a learned student in the study of cos-
mography and navigation. He accepted the view of Columbus 
that the world was round. 
At one time during his life he visited Arabia. At 
Mecca he saw caravans carrying valuable ~pices. On inquiring 
of the source of ·supply, he was told that the spides had been 
! 
sold to this group by another group of people, but that the 
original source was from the remotest countries of the east. 
Believing the world to be spherical, he figured that north-
eastern Asia would be close to northwestern Europe. 
Cabot moved with his wife and three sons to England 
where he became a resident of Bristol. The date of this move 
\ 
is uncertain. However, we do know that he presented his plan 
to King Henry VII in 1495/6 • 
. 
Cabot's plan was to sail the great circle from north-
western Europe to northeastern Asia. He believed ~his would 
be the shortest route to reach the source of spices that he 
had seen at Mecca. 
He no doubt chose Bristol, England because he was 
aware of the knowledge the seamen of this busy port had of 
the northern Atlantic waters. For several years they had 
been carrying on an active fishing business from the waters 
near Iceland. 
He set sail from Bristol early in May 1497 with one 
small vessel, the Matthew, with a complement of 18. Land 
was discovered on June 24, 1497. 
Unfortunately the log of this j ourn.ey has not been 
found. He may have landed at Newfoundland or Nova Scotia. 
Gape Breton Island, Nova Scotia seems to be the more logical 
choice. It is assumed by many historians that he followed 
the land long enough to be certain it was continental and 
not just an island. He believed he had reached Asia. 
Because Cabot had carefully read and listened to 
stories of Marco Polo's adventures, he perhaps felt that he 
did not have the proper goods with him which would be neces-
sary to trade properly with the Grand Khan of Tartary. On 
the return voyage the seamen caught cod fish in vast numbers. 
This discovery alone was advantageous to the English as the 
country was greatly dependent on the supply of fresh fish to 
supplement their diet. 
There are very few records of the Cabot voyages. The 
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following three sources are the most useful and explanatory 
of those found to date~ 
Journals Referring to Cabot's Journeys 
Letter from Lo~enzo Pasqualigo to his brothers Alvise 
and Francesco, translated by Clements R. Markham, 1893. 
Pasqualigo was a Venetian, resident of Lon~on. 
I 
London, 23rd August, 1497 
Our Venetian, who went with a small ship from Bristol 
to find new islands, has come back, and says he has dis-
covered, 700 leagues off, the mainland of the country of 
the Grau Cam [Tartary, ie. China], and that he coasted 
along it for 300 leagues, and landed, but did not see any 
person. But he has brought here to the king certain 
snares spread to take game, and a needle for making nets, 
and he found some notched trees, from which he judged 
that there were inhabitants. Being in doubt, he came 
back to the ship. He has been away three months on the 
voyage, which is certain, and, in returning,. he saw two 
islands to the right, but he did not wish to land, lest 
he should lose time, for he was in want of provisions. 
This king has been much pleased. He says that the tides 
are slack and do not make currents as they do here. The 
king has promised for another time, ten armed ships as 
he desires, and has given bim all the prisoners, except 
such as are confined for nigh treason, to go with him as 
he has requested; and has granted him money to amus~ 
himself till then. Meanwhile, he is with his Venetian 
wife and his sons at Bristol. His name is Zuam Talbot, 
and he is ealled the Great Admiral, great honour being 
paid to him, and he goes dressed in silk. The English 
are ready to go with him, and so are many of our rascals. 
The discoverer of these things has plant~d a large cross 
in the·ground with a banner of England, and one of St. 
Mark, as he is a Venetian; so that our flag has been 
hoisted very far away. 
First Despatch of Raimondo Di Soneino to the Duke of 
Milan, translated by Clements R. Markham, 1893. Soncino was 
a Milanese ambassador. 
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24th August, 1497 
••• Some months afterwards His Majesty sent a 
Venetian, who is a distinguished sailor, and who was 
much skilled in the diseovery of new islands, and he has 
returned safe, and has discovered two very large and 
fertile islands, having, it would .seem, discovered the 
seven cities 400 leagues from England to the westward. 
These successes led His Majesty at once to entertain the 
intention of sending him with fifteen or twenty vessels. 
Second Despatch of Raimondo Di Soncino to the Duke of 
Milan. 
18th December, 1497 
My most illustrious and most excellent Lord,-
Perhaps amidst so many occupations of your Excellency 
it will not be unwelcome to learn how his Majesty has 
acquired a part of Asia without drawing his sword. In 
this kingdom there is a certain Venetian named Zoanne 
Caboto, of gentle disposition, very expert in navigation, 
who, seeing that the most serene Kings of Portugal and 
Spain had occupied unknown lands, meditated the achieve-
ment of a similar acquisition for the said Majesty. 
Having obtained royal privileges securing to himself the 
use of the dominions he might discover, the sovereignty 
being reserved to the Crown, he entrusted his fortune to 
a small vessel with a crew of 18 persons, and set out 
from Bristo, a port in the western part of this kingdom. 
Having passed Ibernia, which is still further to the 
west, and then shaped a northerly course, he began to 
navigate to the eastern part, leaving (during several 
days} the north star on the right hand; and having 
wandered thus for a long time, at length he hit upon 
land, where he hoisted the royal standard, and took pos-
session for this Highness, and, having obtained various 
proofs of his discovery, he returned. The said Messer 
Zoanne, being a foreigner and poor, would not have been 
believed if the erew, who are nearly all English, and 
belonging to Bristo, had not testified that what he 
said was the truth. This Messer Zoanne has the de-
scription of the world on a chart, and also ,on a solid 
sphere which he constructed, and on which he shows where 
he has been; and, proceeding towards the east, he has 
passed as far as the country of the Tanais. And they 
say that there the land is excellent and temperate, sug-
gesting that brasil (dye-wood] and silk grow there. They 
affirm that the sea is full of fish, which are not only 
taken with a net, but also with a basket, a stone being 
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fastened to it in order to keep it in the water· and this 
I have heard stated by the said Messer Zoanne. ' 
The said Englishmen, his companions, say they took so 
many fish that this kingdom will no longer have need of 
Iceland, f'rom which country there is an immense trade in 
the fish they call stock-fish. But Messer Zoanne has set 
his mind on higher things, for he thinks that, when that 
place has been occupied, lie will keep on still further to 
the east, where he will be opposite to an island called 
Cipango, situated in the ,equinoctial region, where he be-
lieves that all the spices ·of the world, as well as the jewels, are found. He further says that he was once at 
Mecca, whither the spices are brought by caravans from 
distant countries; and having inquired from whence they 
were brought and where they grow, they answered they did 
not know, but that such merchandize was brought from dis-
tant countries by other caravans to their home; and t.l;l.ey 
further say that they are also conveyed from other remote 
regions. And ha adduced this argument, that if the 
eastern people tell those in the south that these things 
come from a far distance from them, presupposing the 
rotundity of the earth, it must be that the last turn 
would be by the north towards the west; and it is said 
that in this way .the route would not cost more than it 
costs now, and I also believe it. And what is more, this 
Majesty, who is wise and not prodigal, reposes such trust' 
in him because of what he has already achieved, that he 
gives him a good maintenance, ~s Messer Zoanne has him-
self told me. And it is said that before long his · 
Majesty will arm some ships for him, and will give him 
all the malefactors to go to that country and form a 
colony, so that they hope to establish a greater depot of 
spices in London than there is in Alexandria. The princi-
pal people in the enterprise belong to Bristo. They are 
great seamen, and now that they know where to go, they 
say that the voyage thither will not occupy more than·l5 
days after leaving Iber~ia. I have also spoken with a 
Burgundian, who was a companion of Messer Zoanne, who 
affirms all this, and who wishes to return because the 
Admiral (for so Messer Zoanne is so entitled) has given 
him an island, and has given another to his· barber of 
Castione, who is a Genoese, and both look upon themselves 
as Counts; nor do they look upon my Lord the Admiral as 
less than a Prince. .I also believe that some poor 
Italian friars are going on this voyage, who have all had 
bishopricks promised to them. And if I had made friends 
with the Admiral when he was about to ~ail, I should have 
got an arch~fushoprick at least; but I have thottght that 
the benefits. reserved for me by your Excellency will be 
more secure. I would venture to pray that, in the -esvent 
of a vacancy taking place in my absence, I may be put in 
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possession, and that I may not be superseded by those, 
who being present, can be more diligent than I, who am 
reduced in this country to eating at each meal ten or 
twelve kinds of victuals, and to being three hour~ at 
table every day, two for love of your Excellency, to 
whom I humbly recommend myself. 
London, 18 Dec. 1497, y~urExcellency's most humble 
servant.2 
Because of the lack of explicit evidence, many his-
torians for over three hundred years believed Gabot's two 
voyages in 1497 and 149S were one. This confusion was solved 
when Richard Biddle published, "Memoir of Sebastian Cabot," 
in 1831. There is still much controversy. Some of the con-
troversies in existence include the place of ~ohn Cabot's 
bi~th, the date of his voyages, the place of landfall, and 
the presence of Sebastian Cabot. 
Deane and Harrisse believe ~ohn Cabot was born in 
Genoa and moved to Venice. Tarducci and others believe he 
was born in Venice. The Deane and Harrisse version is best 
sustained.3 
Hakluyt in 1539 wrote of a legend on a Cabot 
mappemonde (1544). He gave the date of the first voyage as 
1494. Hakluyt later changed the date to 1497 after proof 
I 
~nglish social joys in the fifteenth century did not 
appeal to the more refined Italians. 
2A. B. Hart {ed.), American History Told by Con-
temporaries (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1925), 1:69-72 
3~ustin Winsor, The Cabot Controversies and the Right 
of England to North America {Cambridge: ~ohn Wilson and Son, 
1896), pp. 5-6. 
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had been found that the royal license tor the voyage was 
issued 1496/7. In 1843 the only copy of the Cabot map was 
found. This can now be seen in the Bibliotheque Nationale 
at Paris. The legend on this map shows that Hakluyt had 
copied it correctly. However, it is believed that the Roman 
figures VII had been read IIII because the Vwas not properly 
closed. Now most historians believe the date of the first 
~-~ :voyage was 1497.4 
~ 
The exact spot of Cabot's landfall is still disputed 
and may remain so. On the Cabot map, the words "prima tierra 
vista" are printed across the Gulf of St. Lawrence beginning 
at the northern point of Cape Breton Island. The question 
raised from this fact is, "Did this mean that the first land 
seen was the entire island or just the northern tip?" Dawson 
believes the first landing was at the southeast corner of the 
island and that the island in view seaward was St. John's, 
discovered the same day. Prowse depends on the liturgical 
test. Navigators named the landmarks after saints' days. He 
disbelieves in the Cabot map. He thinks the landing could 
have been the outer coast of Labrador or Newfoundland, as th~ 
is no positive proof. Cosa' s map, _which was supposed to have 
marked Cabot's progress, conflicts with Dawson's belief. 
Hawley and others believe he landed on the southeastern coast 
of Newfoundland, on the peninsula Avalon, which was later 
given to Lord Baltimore. Some contend he made the circuit of 
4Ibid •• p. 8. 
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the gulf and passed out through the straits of Belle Isle. 
Despite all controversy on the subject of landfall, wherever 
he struck land,,he did see North America as a continent be-
fore anyone saw it at the south. 5 
Disputes over Sebastian Cabot have been many. The 
diversities regarding his character are not drawn from any-
thing written by Sebastian, but from that written by others. 
There are many discrepancies found in information disclosed 
by his contemporaries. As one example, he told Eden he was 
born in Bristol and Contarini he was born in Venice. Most of 
the knowledge of Cabot's second voyage depends on Sebastian's 
reports although there are some documentary sources. It is 
generally believed that Sebastian was with his father on the 
second voyage. 
There are two reasons why so little information is 
available to us on the Cabot voyages. The discoveries of 
Cabot made little impression on the English until ~ifty years 
later. Also, John Cabot had such a self-centered son that he 
(Sebastian) tried through implications to discredit his 
father and to infer that he, not John Cabot, was the great 
6 
voyager. 
5James A. Williamson, The Voya~es of the Cabots and 
the English Discovery of North ~erica under Henry VII and 
~enry VIII {London: 'J:he Argonaut Press, 1929}, PP• SG-81. 
6vilhjalmur Stefansson, Great Adventures ang Ex-
plorations (New York: The Dial Press, 1952), pp. l54, 155. 
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Sewall believes it was a fortunate thing tor the 
world in the time of Cabot that an aasy water route to the 
East was not forthcoming. He felt that such a discovery 
would have led to a cru~ade of avarice tram every European 
port. Europe was spared the temptation. Instead they were 
presented with a great problem. Now that they knew of the 
existence of a new continent what could they do with it. 
Euro~e was certainly tar better prepared to handle 
this challenge than would have been. true of the Norsemen 
around the year 1,000. At the time of Cabot the Magna Charta 
was established as a foundation of liberty. Through the 
development of printing, books and schools were within reach 
of both the wealthy and poor. Constantinople had fallen to 
the Turks who had sent scholars and valuable manuscripts 
rushing to Northern Italy. The latter was an asset to the 
Renaissance which was just beginning to make headway. After 
France under Charles VIII conquered Northern Italy, many 
scholars from the North flocked to the new schools which en-
hanced the advance in civilization. 
New inventions, an important aid as a civilizing power, 
were more numerous; the compass, powder and guns, pumps, 
clocks, post offices, tools of labor, plus many others. 
Though most early explorations were designed to bring 
more revenue for crowns and thrones and luxury for the rich, 
the real need at the time was more space and food for the 
large number of poor. 
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Sewall shows his concern for the future of America 
when he referred to this land which had been usurped from the 
Indians and our obligation to justify this action by making 
7 the world a better place in which to live. 
7John s. Sewall, "The Value and Significance of 
Cabot•s Discovery to the World," Collection and Proceedings 
of the Maine Historical Society (Second series, 1897}, 3: 
427-438. 
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DEFINITION OF TERMS 
Alexandria -
A city in Egypt 
Brasil -
Brazil - used as the name of a mythical island 
Brazilwood -
An east Indian red wood imported into Europe 
Cipango -
J"apan 
Cosmography -
A general description of the world or of the universe 
Dates -
In the old style, i.e. before 1752, March is the first 
month, September is the seventh. A common precaution 
taken by most writers is to give both years, i.e. 
February 1, 1631/2. 
Equinoctial region -
The celestial equator; so called because when the sun is 
crossing it, the nights and days are of equal lengths in 
all parts of· the world. 
Ibernia -
Ireland 
League -
A measure of distance varying for different times and 
countries from about 2.4 to 4.6 mi. In English speaking 
countries it is estimated as 3 land miles or 3.45 
nautical miles. 
Mecca -
Arabian city - birthplace of Mohammed 
Seven Cities -
A legendary island in the Atlantic 
Tanais -
Asia 
71 
BIBLIOGRAPHIES 
ON 
JOHN C.ABOT 
c 
0 
0 
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF 
CHILDREN'S BOOKS 
algliesh, Alice. America Begins~ New York: 
Scribner's Sons, 1958. pp. 36-37. 
Charles 
(Grades 4-7) 
Editors of American Heritage. Discoverers of the New World. 
New York: ~erican Heritage Publishing Company, Inc., 
1960. pp. 37-40. (Grades 4-7) 
Folsom, Franklin. ~he Explorations of America. New York: 
Grosset and Dunlap, 1958. pp. 13.-19. (Grades 4-7) 
Lambert, R. s. The World's Most Daring Explorers. New York: 
Sterling Publishing Company, Inc., 1956. pp. 47-54. 
(Grades 4-7) 
73 
c 
0 
0 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Hart, A. B. (ed.}. American History Told by Contemporaries. 
Vol. 1; New York: The Macmillan Company, 1925. 
Olson and Baume (ed.). Original Narratives of Early American 
History - The Northmen Columbus and Cabot. New York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1906. 
Sewall, John s. "The Value and Significance of Cabot's 
Discovery to the World," Collection and Proceedings of 
the Maine Historical Societz, Vol. 3, Second Series, 
1897. 
Stefansson, Vilhjalmur (ed.). Great Adventures and Ex-
plorations. Revised edition. New York: The Dial Press, 
1952. 
Williamson, James A. The Voya~es of the Cabots and the 
· English Discovery of Nort America under Henry VII and 
Henry VIII. London: The Argonaut Press, 1929. 
·winsor, Justin (ed.). Narrative and Critical Eistory of 
America. Vol. 3; Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 
1884. 
Winsor, Justin. The Cabot Controversies and the Right of 
England to North America. Cambridge: John Wilson and 
Son, 1896. 
74 
PART IV 
FERDINl!ND MAGELLAN 
All great discoverers are described by contemporaries 
and historians in the light of the experiences of the former 
and the interpretation of the latter. Ferdinand Magellan had 
a faithful, loyal friend and shipmate, Antonio Pigafetta, who 
through his writings brought glory to the first circum-
navigator of the world. In the dedication of his book he 
writes: 
I hope that the renown of so high-spirited a captain 
will never be forgotten. Among the many other virtues 
which adorned him, one was especially remarkable, that he 
always remained exceptionally steadfast even amid the 
greatest misfortune. He bore the pangs of hunger more 
patiently than did any of us. There was no man alive who 
understood more than he about the sciences of cartography 
and navigation. The truth of this is proved by the way 
in which he brought to light things that no one before 
him had ventured to see or to discover.l 
Guillemard interprets some of Magellan's character-
istics to be the result of his early environment. He believes 
that climate and terrain, such as mountains and isolation, 
have an effect on people • 
• • • As we follow .his life step by step, we are not 
left long in doubt as to the character of the man. Its 
leading feature is what his enemies would term an over-
1stefan Zweig, Conqueror of the Seas (New York: The 
Literary Guild of America, 1938), p. 301. 
weening confidence in his own powers - an obstinacy with-
out an equal. Others would nam~ it differently. His 
faults, if faults they were, were those of strength. ·If 
men have been termed men of iron, Magellan may fairly be 
said to have been of steel. For him difficulties were 
made only to be disregarded, dangers only to be despised. 
Through the barriers of ~ impossibility he passed oon-
fide~t and unmoved. • • • 
Despite the fact that Magellan performed every duty of 
a commander with honor, showed concern for his men, oared for 
the sick, and shared in the crew's privation, there is no 
record which tells that anyone but Pigafetta felt a personal 
attachment to this man. Benson states: 
• • • He had his work to do and that sufficed him, 
and,, underneath that and directing it, all we can really 
discover is his belief in the guidance of God.3 
In a comparison with Columbus, Ober writes: 
••• He was nobler and more generous than Columbus, 
less fanatical, quite as persistent, and in nautical 
knowledge probably surpassed him.4 
Magellan proved in many instances his ability to 
handle men. His decisions were always well calculated and 
executed in an assiduous manner. 
Early Life 
Magellan was born in Portugal of noble heritage. The 
exact place of birth is controversial. The four choices are 
2F. H. H. Guillemard, The Life of Ferdinand Magellan 
(New York: Dodd, Mead and Company, 1890), pp. 19, 20. 
3E. F. Benson, Ferdinand Magellan (New York: Harcourt, 
Brace and Company, Inc., 1924), p. 248. 
~rederick A. Ober, Ferdinand Magellan {New York: 
Harper and Brothers, 1907), pp. 243, 244. 
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Ponte da Barca, Amaranthe, Porto, and Sabrosa. In Sabrosa a 
( 
modern building has been erected on the sight of his possible 
childhood home. Some of the original stones were used and 
carefully inlaid in the structure is the Magellan coat of 
arms. 
The exact date of birth is also unknown. It is be-
lieved to be about 1480. Early historians reported little 
about Magellan. The student of Spanish conquest uses the 
"Coleccion de los Viages" by Navarrete, which wasn't publish-
ed until 1837. 
It was the custom during this era for the heirs of 
noble families to receive their educ~tion under the guidance 
of the sovereign. Magellan is believed to have started his 
education as a page to the widow of King John II. 
In 1495 he went into the service of King Manuel. 
During his career in Portugal he must have seen and heard 
much of carrent explorations. He lived in the era of the 
rounding of the Cape of Good Hope by Bartholomew Diaz;· the 
first voyage to India by Vasco da Gama; the discovery of 
America by Christopher Columbus. 
These exp~riences in the Court must have whetted his 
appetite for personal adventure. He applied for a leave of 
absence from court life. In 1504 he volunteered to sail for 
India with Almeida's fleet. Magellan spent seven years in 
India and the Orient. During one of the battles with the 
Moors, a tendon behind his knee was injured, which resulted 
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in a lame leg for life. Factual information during this 
period of Magellan's life is deficient because there were 
seven Ferdinand Magellans in the forces of King Manuel, s0 it 
has been difficult for historians to discern which one is 
spoken of in the chronicles. 
When Magellan returned to Portugal a rift developed 
between him and King Manuel. The cause of this difficulty is 
controversial. It is thought that he may have requested 
extra subsistence due to his injury and was refused when King 
Manuel thought he was feigning the injury or that he had been 
1 
accused of not handling the booty.,. which had been seized in 
Morocco, properly. Whatever the reason may be, we do know 
that Magellan renounced his citizenship and left for Spain. 
Though it was fairly c o:mm.on during that era for man to 
abandon his native land, Magellan was one of the few whose 
name really suffered. King Manuel was so infuriated he 
' ordered the removal of the coat of arms from Magellan's home. 
The townspeople easily forgot his years of service. They 
chided his kinfolk to an extent that they were forced to 
leave their homes. 
Only two months following his arrival in Seville, 
Spain Magellan married Beatriz Barbosa in 1517. Their 
marriage was short-lived. One and one-half years later 
Magellan left on his voyage. His only son Rodrigo died in 
1521. A daughter died at birth. Beatriz died five months 
after Magellan was killed. As a result, this great explorer 
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left no direct heirs to follow in his footsteps. 
Preparation for the Voyage 
Magellan and Ruy Faleiro had a plan for which they 
needed to seek the support o~ King Charles v.· Ruy Faleiro 
had left Portugal wi tp. Magellan. He was reputed to be an 
astronomer and cosmographer of note. Though he offered much 
assistance to Magellan, he was basically weak in health of 
both mind and body. He wa.s never capable of embarking on the 
voyage they had planned together·. 
Despite many handicaps, Magellan was successful in 
convincing King Charles V of the value of his proposed ex-
pedition. His selling points were that a passage from the 
Atlantic Ocean to the South Sea would prove to be the shortest 
route to the Spice Islands and that he would prove that these 
Spice Islands lay within Spain's legal boundary. 
After the announcement had been· made that the King 
offered to outfit an armada of five ships with provisions for 
two years subversive groups quickly reared their ugly heads. 
The Portuguese were most unhappy with the news. Some thought 
he should be bribed to return home while others planned his 
assassination. Many Spanish people were extremely jealous of 
his assignment because he was a foreigner. 
Plans were carried on despite the unrest. When the 
subversive groups were unable to win their cause against 
Magellan in Spain they plotted to carry their intrigue to sea. 
They managed to obtain key positions for sympathetic 
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followers with the intent of relieving Magellan of his 
command while under way. 
The five ships procured were small and in fairly poor 
condition. The Trinidad, one hundred ten tons, was the 
flagship. The San Antonio, one hundred twenty tons, was 
captained by Juan de Cartagena. The Concepcion, ninety tons, 
was captained by Gaspar Quesada. Luis de Mendoz headed the 
Victoria, which was eighty-five tons in weight. The Santiaio, 
seventy-~ive tons, was commanded by John Serrano. 
Besides the ships, arms had to be supplied. Along witt 
the artillery were lances, javelins, arrows, crossbows, and 
swords. 
The instruments available were charts, compasses, 
wooden quadrants, astrolabes, compass needles, and hour 
glasses. For bartering with the natives they brought large 
supplies of mirrors, crystals, knives, fish hooks, cloth, 
ivory, brass bracelets, and over twenty thousand bells. 
Informative sources of the trip are limited. Only 
four left any descriptions of incidents • 
• • • In Ramusio 's "Navigationi et Viaggi'' occurs an 
exceedingly brief account by an unknown Portuguese, so 
brief, indeed, as to be almost valueless. In the Seville 
archives there exists a derrotero or logbook-supposed to 
be written by Francisco Albo, the contramaestre of the 
Trinidad, but it is little more than a collection of 
nautical observations • • •• A third account is that of 
the so-called Genoese pilot •••• The narrative is 
tolerably full, but it bears no evidence of having been 
written by a pilot, and it is further worthy of remark 
that no Genoese sailed as pilot in the fleet.5 
5Guillemard,· op. cit., p. 145. 
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The fourth and chief source of information came from 
Antonio Pigafetta, who wanted to feel the excitement of 
travel with the intention of recording these incidents. He 
kept a journal, which appears to include both hearsay and 
personal experience. 
A careful account by a historian, who did not take 
part in the journey, was that of Maximilian Transylvanus, an 
under-secretary in the court of Charles V. The manuscript 
written in Latin was printed in Cologne in 1523. 
The First Circumnavigation of the Globe 
The armada set sail from San Lucar de Barrameda on 
September 20, 1519. They stopped at Tenerife for a few days 
to make repairs and take on a fresh supply of wood and water. 
It was at this port that Magellan received a warning of the 
impending plot of the other four captains to seize Magellan's 
command. Perhaps this warning saved Magellan's life. 
The original sailing plans had been to take a direct 
southwest course. After the ships had l~ft Tenerife, Captain 
Juan de Cartagena demanded to know why the course had been 
changed to south and sometimes west. Magellan's only reply 
was that they were to follow him and not ask any questions. 
This angered Cartagena and the other captains. The dis-
sensions between Cartagena and Magellan finally ruptured. 
It was the custom of the day that every evening the 
captains should communicate with the flagship, salute the 
admiral, and receive their orders. When Cartagena sent his 
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salute one day without showing the proper respect to the 
admiral, he was ordered to comply with regulations in the 
future. Cartagena defied this order. Magellan took no 
immediate action. However, after a few days the captains 
~ 
were summoned to the flagship to attend a court martial for 
one of the sailors. By this time Cartagena had taken the 
lack of recognition by Magellan to his insults as a sign of 
weakness. After the court martial he started to press his 
demands about information regarding the change of course. 
How shocked he must have been when Magellan seized him and 
placed him under arrest for insubordination. Cartagena was 
replaced by Antonio de Coca and imprisoned on the Victoria 
under Captain Luis de Mendoza. Antonio de Coca was later re-
placed by Alvara de Mesquita. 
After eleven weeks at·sea, the five ships entered the 
bay of Ri0 de Janeiro on December 13, 1519. 
Here we laid in a good stock of fowls, potatoes, a 
kind of fruit which resembles the cone of a pine tree 
(the anana or pineapple}, but which is very sweet and of 
an exquisite flavor, sweet reeds, the flesh of the anta, 
which resembles that of a cow, etc. We made excellent 
bargains here. For a hook or a knife we purchased five 
or six fowls; a comb brought us two geese; and a small 
looking-glass, or a pair of scissors, as much fish as 
would serve ten people; the inhabitants for a· little bell 
or a ribbon gave a basket of potatoes, which is the name 
they give to roots somewhat resembling our turnips, and 
which are nearly like chestnuts in taste. 
Our playing cards were an equally advantageous object 
of barter; for a king of spades I obtained half a dozen 
fowls and the hawker even deemed his bargain an excellent 
one. 
We entered this port [Rio de Janeir0] on Saint Lucy's 
day, the thirteenth of December. The sun at noon was 
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vertical and we suffered much more from the heat than on 
passing the line. 
The land of Brazil, which abounds in all kinds of 
productions, is as extensive as Spain, France, and Italy 
united. It belongs to Portugal •••• 
We stayed thirteen days at this port; after which, re-
suming our course, we coasted along this country as far 
as 34 degrees 40 minutes south, where we found a large 
river of fresh water • • • , 
This river [Rio de la Plata] contains seven small 
islands. In the largest, called Santa Maria, precious 
stones are found. It was formerly imagined that this was 
not a river, but a channel which communicated with the 
South Sea; but it was shortly found to be truly a river, 
which at its mouth is 17 leagues across. Here John de 
Solis (Juan DiazJ , while on a voyage of discovery like 
us, was with sixty of his crew devoured by cannibals, in 
whom they placed too great confidence. 
Coasting constantly along this land toward the 
Antarctic Pole, we stopped at two islands, which we found 
peopled by geese (penguins) and sea wolves seals alone. 
The former are so numerous and so little wild that we 
caught a sufficient store for the five ships in the space 
of a single hour. They are black, and seem to be covered 
alike over every part of the body with short feathers, 
without having wings with which to fly; in fact they 
cannot fly, and live entirely on fis~. They are so fat 
that we were obliged to singe them, as we could not 
pluck their feathers. Their beak is curved like a horn. 
The sea wolves are of different color, and nearly the 
size of a calf, with a head much like the head of that 
animal. Their ears are round and short, and their teeth 
very long. They have no legs, and their paws, which 
adhere to the body, somewhat resemble our hands, having 
also small nails. They are, however, web-footed like a 
duck. Were these animals capable of running, they would 
be much to be dreaded, for they seem very ferocious., 6 They swim with great swiftness, and subsist on fish. 
Magellan must have felt that this opening was surely 
the pass for which he had been searching~ otherwise he would 
6vilhjalmur Stefansson, Great Adventures and ExElora-
tions (New· York: The Dial Press, 1952), P.P• 244, 245. 
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not have been as persistent in exploring these waters. His 
disappointment was great, but it was most important to his 
crew that he show no signs of panic. Schoner's globe and 
Faleiro's charts had proved incorrect. His determination to 
try again developed into a continued southern route. They 
were now well below the equator and heading into the perils 
of the Antarctic winter. Finally on March 31, 1520 another 
indentation was found. Though it was a closed bay Magellan 
entered. He ordered the ships to anchor. To the dismay of 
the others he had decided to set up winter quarters. Here 
at Port San Julian they were the first Europeans to see this 
gloomy, remote spot. 
Two months elapsed without our perceiving any in-
habitant of the country. One day when the least we •ex-
pected anything of the kind, a man of gigantic figure 
presented himself before us • • •• 
This man was of such immense stature that our heads 
scarcely reached to his waist. He was of handsome · 
appearance, his face broad and painted red, except a ~im 
of yellow round his eyes and two spots in shape of a 
heart on his cheeks. His hair, which was thin, appeared 
whitened with some kind of powder. His coat, or rather 
his clQak, was made of furs, well sewed together, taken 
from an animal which, as we had afterward an opportunity 
of seeing, abounds in this country. This animal [guan~e~ 
has the head and ears of a mule, the body of a camel, the 
legs of a stag, and the tail of a horse, and like this 
last animal, it neighs. 
These people, as I have already noticed, clothe them-
selves in the skin of an animal, and with the same kind 
of skin do they cover their huts, which they transport 
whither suits them best, having no fixed place of abode, 
but wandering about from spot to spot like gypsies. They 
generally live upon raw meat, and a sweet root' called 
capac. They are great feeders; the two we took daily 
consumed a basketful of bread each, and drank half a pail 
of water at a draught. They eat mice raw, and without 
even slaying them. Our Captain gave these people the 
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name of Patagonians.7 
Magellan continued to keep his men uninformed of his 
plans. Food was rationed. Mutinous thoughts were fostering. 
Magellan now had two captains who supported him; John 
Serrano, captain of the Santiago and Alvara de Mesquita, 
captain of the San Antonio. The mutineers decided that .the 
only way to overtake Magellan was to seize the San Antonio. 
This would give them a three to two advantage over Magellan. 
This scheme was carried into effect with as much care 
as it had been planned.. With a crew.or thirty armed men, 
the boat drew alongside the sleeping ''San .Antonio. u All 
climbed on board by rope ladders, led by Juan de 
Cartagen~ and Antonio de Coca. Both of them having 
captained this ship, they knew where to find the com-
mander's cabin. Before Mesquita could get out of bed, he 
was surrounded by men with drawn swords, who put him in 
irons and thrust him into the purser's eabin. By now 
some of the crew of the "San Antonio" were awake. One of 
them, Maestre Juan de Lorriaga, realizing that treachery 
was afoot, bluntly asked Q,uesada what business he was 
about. Quesada answered with six dagger-thrusts, and 
Lorriaga fell bleeding to the deck. All the Portuguese 
on board were clapped in irons. Thus MagellaJII!l'!s support-
ers were put out of action. Now, in order to :win over the 
rest of the crew, Quesada had the storeroom opened, and 
allowed the men to supply themselves with ample rations 
of wine and bread. Except for the stabbing of Lorriaga, 
which made what had been intended to be a kidnapping into 
a bloody rebellion, everything went off according to.plan. 
Juan de Cartagena, Gaspar Quesada, and Antonio de Coca 
returned tranquilly to their ships and got them ready for 
any eventuality·, leaving the "San Antonio" in command of 
a man whose name now turns up for the first time, Juan 
Sebastian del Oano. At this hour he was summoned to 
hinder the realization of Magellan's idea; but, on a day 
to come, Destiny would choose him to complete Magellan's 
work.s 
7Ibid., PP• 245, 246, 250. 
8zweig, op. cit., pp. 179, 180. 
85 
8. The plot came to light on the following morning when 
one of the boats from the flagship reported to the San Antonio 
on routine business. They were informed that the three ships 
San Antonio~ Concepcion, and the Victoria were no longer 
.taking orders from Magellan. 
Magellan received the news calmly and cautiously 
planned his attack. He knew that he must seize one of the 
ships so he would have the advantage of numbers. 
Gaspar Quesada sent a message to Magellan from the San 
Antonio explaining the _mutinous action and suggesting that if 
Magellan would promise better treatment they might be able to 
come to terms. Magellan seized the boat, sent some of his 
men back to the Victoria with a message to Luis de Mendoza 
summoning him to the flagship. The men carried concealed 
arms. As Mendoza read the message and shook his head in re-
fusal he was swiftly killed by one of Magellan's men. Si-
multaneousll another small boat from the other side of the 
ship immediately boarded the ship and took over and moved the 
Victoria near the Trinidad and Santiago. 
When the mutineers on the San Antonio and Concepcion 
discovered what had happened the mutiny ended. After a trial 
was held ~uesada was executed. Cartagena and a mutinous 
priest, Pero Sanchez, were sentenced to be marooned at Port 
San Julian when the fleet left. 
After many hardships were encountered during the 
winter months at Port San Julian, which included the wreckage 
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of the Santiago, the fleet set sail on a southerly course on 
August 24, 1520. The next inlet which they entered for pro-
tection from the furious winds and rough seas, was the river 
of Santa Cruz. Two months were spent here ~hile they waited 
for the weather to improve. They left Santa Cruz on October 
18, 1520 and entered the Straits on October 21, 1520. 
Magellan sent forth the San Antonio and the Concepcion 
to examine these waters. After five days of anxious waiting 
the ships returned with the glorious announcement that this 
was truly the awaited pass t0 the South sea. 
Many of the events of the passage of the Straits are 
difficult to reconstruct due to sketchy and confused accounts. 
We do know that sailing through these straits was treacherous. 
The San Antonio deserted early in November. The San Antonio 
was commanded by Emanuel Gomez, a Pbrtuguese who had gone to 
Spain to present a similar plan to sail west as did Magellan. 
Because Magellan proved successful over him he had carried a 
deep resentment. The loss of the San Antonio was a severe 
blow to the fleet. This was the largest of the ships and 
carried most of the provisions. 
On Wednesday, the twenty-eighth of November, we left 
the strait and entered the ocean to which we afterward 
gave the denomination of Pacific, and in which we sailed 
the space of three months and twenty days, without 
tasting any fresh provisions. The biscuit we were eating 
no longer deserved the name of bread; it was nothing but 
dust, and worms which had consumed the substance; and 
what is more, it smelled intolerably, being impregnated 
with the urine of mice. The water we were obliged to 
drink was equally putrid and offensive. 
We were even so far reduced, that we might not die of 
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hunger, to eat pieces of the leather with which the main-
yard was covered to prevent it from wearing the rope. 
These pieces of le~ther, constantly exposed to the water, 
sun., and wind, were so hard that they required being 
soaked four or five days in the sea in order to render 
them supple; after this we broiled t.hem to eat. Frequent-
ly indeed we were obliged to subsist on sawdust, and even 
mice, a food so disgusting, were sought after with such· 
avidity that they sold for half a ducat apiece.' 
Nor was this all. Our greatest misfortune was being 
attacked by a malady in which the gums swelled so as to 
hide the teeth, as well in the upper as the lower jaw, 
whence those affected were thus incapable of chewing their 
food. Nineteen of our number died of this complaint 
[scurvy], among whom was the Patagonian giant, and a 
Brazilian who~ we had brought with us from his own 
country ••• ~ · 
On March 6, 1521 a group of islands were sighted. 
These were named the Ladrones by Magellan because the natives 
stole freely. Today they are known as the Marianas. The 
~ fresh fruit and vegetables obtained on these islands re-
vitalized the men. 
The Philippine Islands were sighted on March 16, 1521. 
The natives of the Philippines were friendly. Good relations 
were established with the King of Massana and the King of 
Butuan. The King of Massana led Magellan to the island of 
Cebu. After the King of Cebu, the most powerful monarch of 
these islands, found out that Magellan represented the King of 
Spain, the Emperor of the whole Christian world, he decided it 
might be safer to accept him on friendly terms. Magellan con-
vinced him of the need for conversion to Christianity. A 
9stefanson, op. cit., pp. 255, 256. 
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great ceremony was held. All but one of the neighboring 
islands bowed to Magellan's demands •. However, resistance was 
met by one powerful chief of Mactan. 
Contiguous to the island Cebu is another called Mactan, 
which has a port of the same name, in which our vessels 
laid at anchor. The chief·village of this island is 
likewise called Mactan, over which Zula and Cilapulapu 
presided as chiefs. In this island the village of Bulaia 
was situated, which we burnt. 
On Friday, the twenty-sixth of Ap-ril, Zula,- <>me of 
these chiefs, sent one of his sons with two goats to the 
.Captain General and observed that if he. did not send him 
the whole of what he had promised, the blame was not to 
be imputed to himself, but to the other chief, Cilapulapu, 
who would not acknowledge the authority of the King of 
Spain. He further stated that if the Captain General 
would only send to his assistance the following night a 
boat with some armed men, he would engage to beat and 
entirely subjugate his rival. 
On receiving this message the Captain General de-
termined on going himself with these boats. We entreated 
him not to hazard his person on his adventure, but he 
answered that as a good pastor he ought not to be far 
away from his flock. 
At midnight we left the ship, 60 in number, armed with 
helmets and cuirasses. The Christian King, the Prince, 
his newphew, and several chiefs of Cebu, with a number of 
armed men, followed us in twenty or thirty balangays. We 
reached Mactan three hours before day. The Captain would 
not then begin the attack; but he sent the Moor on shore 
to inform Cilapulapu and his people that if he would 
acknowledge the sovereignty of the King of Spain, obey 
the Christian King of Cebu, and pay the tribute he de-
manded, they should be looked upon as friends. Other-
wise, they should experience the strength of our lances. 
The i~landers, nothing intimidated, replied they had 
lances as well as we, although they were only sticks·of 
bamboo pointed at the end, and staves hardened in the 
fire. They merely requested that they might not be 
attac~ed in the night, as they expected reinforcements, 
and should then be better able to cope with us. This 
they said designedly to induce us to attack them 
immediately, in hope that thus we should fall in the 
dikes they had dug between the sea and their houses. 
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We accordingly waited daylight, when we jumped into 
the w~ter up to our thighs, the boats not being able to 
approach near enough to land, on account of the rocks and 
shallows. The number which landed was 49 only, as 11 
were left in charge of the boats. We were obliged to 
wade some distance through the water before we reached 
the shore. 
We found the islanders, 1500 in number formed into 
three battalions, who immediately on our landing fell 
up0n us, making horrible shouts. Two of these battalions 
attacked us in flank, and the third in front. 
Our Captain divided his company into two platoons. 
The musketeers and crossbowmen fired from a distance the 
space of half an hour without making the least impression 
on t~e enemy; for thsugh the balls and arrows penetrated 
their bucklers made of thin wood, and even wounded th~m 
at times in their arms, this did not make than halt, as 
the wounds failed of occasioning them instant death, as 
they expected; on the contrary, it only made them more 
bold and furious. 
Moreover, trusting to the superiority of their numbers, 
they showered on us such clouds of bamboo lances, staves 
hardened in the fire, stones, and even dirt, that it was 
with difficulty we defended ourselves. Some even threw 
spears headed with iron at our Captain General, who to . 
intimidate and cause them to disperse, ordered away a 
party of our men to set fire to their houses, which they 
immediately effected. 
The sight of the flames served 0nly to increase their 
exasperation. Some of them even ran to the village which 
was set on fire, and in which twenty or thirty hou~es 
were consumed, and killed two of our men on the spot. 
They seemed momently to increase in number and impetu-
osity. A poisoned arrow struck the Captain in the leg, 
who on this ordered a retreat in slow and regular order; 
but the majority of our men took to flight precipitately, 
so that only 7 or 8 remained about the Captain. 
The Indians, perceiving their blows were ineffectual 
when aimed at our body or head, on account of our armor, 
and noticing at the same time that our legs were un-
covered, directed against these their arrows, javelins, 
and stones, and these in such abundance that we could not 
guard against them. The bombards we had in our boats 
were of no utility, as the. levelness of the strand would 
not admit of the boats' being brought sufficiently close 
inshore. 
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We retreated gradually., still continuing to fight, and 
were now at a bowshot from the islanders, and in the 
water up to our knees, when they renewed their attack 
with fury, throwing at us the same lance five or six 
times over as they picked it up. on advancing. ~s they 
knew our Captain, they chiefly aimed at him, su that his 
helmet was twice struck from his head. Still he did not 
give himself up to despair, and we continued in a very 
small number fig~ting by his side. 
This combat, so unequal, lasted more than an hour. 
An islander at length succeeded in thrusting the end 
of his lance through the bars of his helmet, and wounding 
the Captain in the forehead, who, irritated on the oc-
casion, immediately ran the assailant through the body 
with his lance, the lance remaining in the wound. He now 
attempted to draw his sword, but was unable, owing to his 
right arm being greviously wounded. The Indians, who 
perceived this, pressed in crowds upon him, and one of 
them having given him a violent cut with a sword on the 
left leg, he fell on his face. On this they immediately 
fell upon him. 
Thus perished our guide, our light, and our support. 
On falling, and seeing himself surrounded by the enemy, 
he turned toward us several times, as if to know whether 
we had been able to save ourselves. As there was not one 
of those who remained with him but was wouqded, and·as we 
were consequently in no condition either to afford him 
succor or revenge his death, we instantly made.for our 
boats, which were on the point of putting off. To our 
Captain in~eed did we owe our deliverance, as the instant 
he felll all the islanders rushed toward the spot where 
he lay. 0 . 
In this skirmish which caused Magellan's death, only 
eight Spaniards were lost. Duarte Barbosa and John Serrano 
~ere elected to the leadership of the remaining fleet. 
~agellan's faithful and loyal slave Enrique. was wounded, but 
survived. Barbosa was cruel to Enrique and insulted him 
severely. Enrique did not show ~ rebellion, but im-
lOibid., pp. 262-264. 
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mediately built a resentment. He followed orders, continued 
to aet as interpreter, but told the King of Cebu that the 
Spaniards had planned to rob the king of supplies and sail 
away. A plan to attack the Spaniards was made between 
Enrique and the Rajah. 
Four days after Magellan's death Enrique brought the 
news to the Spailiards that the king had some precious j-ewels 
he would like to have delivered to the King of Spain. Of the 
twenty-nine Spaniards who chose to attend 'this important cere-
mony many were the most experienced leaders and pilots. Two 
of the men, Carvalho and Espinosa, became suspicious aad fled 
to their ships with the intent of saving their fel;tow men if 
treachery was displayed. They had no sooner boarded the ship 
when they heard the screams of the men who had been massacred 
in one fell swoop. 
Carvalho was now in charge of the fleet. Of the two 
hundred sixty-five men and five ships which had sailed from 
Spain there were no more than one hundred fifteen men and 
three ships left. This was not a ~arge eno~gh complement to 
man the three ships. The Concepcion had developed many leaks, 
so it was decided that this ship would be abandoned. 
The Trinidad and Victoria took a southwest course. 
They spent six months wandering through the Malay Archipelago, 
which led them to Borneo and Mindanao. Carvalho proved to be 
a very poor captain, so he was removed from command. 
Q Espinosa was made captain of the Trinidad and del Cano captain1 
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of the Victoria. After more-wandering they cruised up the 
Gulf of Mindanoa where they met a ship which led them to the 
long sought Tidore, part of the· Fortunate Islands. It was 
here that the Trinidad was found to be not sea worthy and 
would require extensive repairs. 
It was decided that Espanosa would remain with half of 
the crew and del Cano would lead the Victoria to Spain with 
forty-seven men. The return trip was to be difficult as word 
I 
from Tidore informed the Spaniards that King Manuel of 
Portugal had ordered Magellan's ships' to be seized. There-
fore del Oano could not take the safest route to Spain. He 
also could not stop at any port. The supp~ies of meat they 
had brought with them had not been salted and soon had to be 
disposed of due to the heat of the tropical sun. Famine 
killed a score of the crew. Finally on July 9, 1522 they 
arrived at Cape Verde Islands. Though this was a Portuguese 
port it was vi tal that they stop for food and water or they 
·would have all died. The crew was sent in on a skiff with a 
fable that they had returned from .America. ·This worked for 
awhile. Two or three trips were made successfully, but one 
time the skiff never retUrned. It is assumed one of the crew 
became greedy and tried to sell some of the spices which were 
stored in the Victoria. Del Oano set sail immediately for 
Spain. With only eighteen men, he cast anchor at Seville on 
September 8, 1522. 
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Aftermath of the Voyage 
All but the mutineers who had returned earlier on the 
San Antonio were overwhelmed with joy at the news of the 
complete circumnavigation. The mutineers had believed that 
the armada would never return, so they had built up their 
rebellion under the guise of patriotism. They had not told 
of the discovery of the strait. Magellan had been accused of 
a plan to hand over the fleet to the Portuguese. These men 
were relieved when they h~ard of Magellan's death and that 
one of their comrades, del Cano was now captain of the 
Victoria. They were correct in surmising that del Cano would 
bear witness for·them. They escaped punishme~t and were for-
gotten. 
King Charles V ordered del Cano to court accompanied 
by two members of the crew. Pigafetta and the pilot, Alvo 
joined with del Oano. Charles V also ordered that all p~pers 
be brought. Not one paper penned by Magellan was produced. 
Magellan mu~t have kept a log of his trip. He was too 
organized a person to be so neglectful. It seems likely that 
del Cano would be unwilling to produce any evidence or the 
mutiny which had taken place. He also may have wanted all 
the glory offered following this triumphal return. Magellan 
was obviously thrust into the background. 
How often in history have honors been bestowed on the 
wrong man? Del Cano had taken part in a mutiny. Before 
sailing with the fleet he had been accused of selling a ship 
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to a foreigner. But now all was forgiven. He was made a 
knight, given a coat of arms, and granted a pension. 
All.of these false glories did not go unnoticed by 
Pigafetta. Though he was not powerful enough t0 defeat the 
actions of the court, he could through his writing bring 
glory to the man most deserving. He never mentioned del 
Cano's name in his record of the voyage. "He referred to the 
eighteen men who returned safely by ·using the word "we" in 
all instances. 
Results of the Discovery 
Magellan's circumnavigation was the most exciting event 
since Columbus' discovery. He proved that the worid was a 
globe surrounded by a continuous ocean. 
Had Magellan lived he may have been most disappointed 
in the results Of his· discovery. The Spice Isl~ds that he 
claimed for Spain were sold to Portugal by Charles v. The 
. 
path he took from Spain to the Spice Islands proved to be of 
little advantage tb anyone. Because of the perilous con-
ditions in the Strait of Magellan, navigators avoided it. 
The strait was actually written of as a possible myth 
for decades. Such thoughts as a mountain had fallen into it 
and blocked it or an island had been thrust up which barred 
. 
the channel were written into stories and poems. Fifty-eight 
years after the discovery, Drake used the strait in his 
plundering of Spanish wealth. Except for occasional whalers 
and a few individual ships, Magellan's path was seldom 
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followed. 
From the time of Columbus to Magellan, a period of 
thirty years, more was learned about the world than had been 
learned for thousands of years. Though fewer monuments have 
been preserved for Magellan than for Columbus, the Spaniards 
raised a monument on the island of Mactan where he was killed. 
Scientists have named some clouds which illumine the sky at 
night in the southern hemisphere, "Magellanic clouds" and of 
course the famous strait still bears his name. 
• • • This deed of Magellan has shown for all time that 
an idea, winged by genius and sturdi~y energized by 
passion, proved stronger than the elements of nature, and 
that a thing which a hundred generations have regarded as 
no more than a wish-dream can by one ma,n in his shor~ 
lifetime be translated into the realm of reality and be-. 
came an imperishable truth.ll 
11z · ·t ~o6 ~o7 we~g, op. c~ ., pp.  , J • 
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October 20, 1518 
August 10, 1519 
September 20, 1519 
September 26, 1519 
October 3, 1519 
December 13, 1519 
December 26, 1519 
February 2, 1520 
March 31, 1520 
April 17, 1520 
.April 17, 1520 
August 24, 1520 
October 18, 1520 
October 21, 1520 
November ? , 1520 
November 28, 1520 
January 24, 1521 
February 4, 1521 
March 6, 1521 
March 16, 1521 
March 28, 1521 
April 7, 1521 
Chronology 
(1518-1522) 
Magellan arrives at Seville 
Magellan's fleet sails from Seville 
Magellan sails from San Lucar 
Magellan arrives at Tenerife 
Magellan sails from Tenerife 
Magellan arrives at Rio de Janeiro 
Magellan sails from Rio de Janeiro 
Magellan sails from Rio de la Plata 
Magellan arrives at Port st .. Julian 
Eclipse of Sun 
Loss of Santiago 
Magellan sails from Port St. Julian 
I 
·Magellan sails from river of Santa 
Cruz 
Magellan makes Cape of the Virgins, 
entrance of Strait 
Desertion of San Antonio 
Magellan issues from Strait into the 
Pacific 
Magellan fetches San Pablo Island 
Magellan fetches Tiburones Island 
Magellan reaches the Ladrone Islands 
Magellan reaches Samar Island of the 
Philippines 
Magellan reaches Mazzava Island 
Magellan arrives at Cebu Island 
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~ Chronology (continue} 
April 27, 1521 
May ? , 1521 
May 6, 1521 
November 8, 1521 
December 21, 1521 
March 18, 1522 
May 6 or 18, 1522 
July 9, 1522 
September 6, 1522 
September 8, 1522 
September 9, 1522 
Death o~ Magellan at Mactan 
Burning o~ Concepcion 
Arrival o~ San Antonio at Seville 
Arrival of Victoria and Trinidad 
at Tidore 
Victoria sails from Tidore 
Victoria discovers Amsterdam 
Island 
Victoria doubles the Ca~e o~ Good 
Hope 
Victoria arrives at Cape Verde 
Islands 
Victoria arrives at San Lucar 
Victoria casts anchor at Seville 
Thanksgiving at Church of Our-
Lady of Victoryl2 
12Lord Stanley of Alderley, The First Voyage Round the 
World by Magellan (London: The Hakluyt Society, 1874), 
pp. 59, 6o. 
98 
BIBLIOGRAPHIES 
ON 
FERDINAND MAGELLAN 
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF 
CHILDREN'S BOOKS 
Blacker, Irwin R. The Bold Conquistadores. New York: The 
Bobbs-Merrill Company, Inc., 1961. pp. 29-49. 
(Grades 4-7) 
Coffman, Ramon Peyton. Famous Explorers for Young People. 
New York: Dodd Meade and Company, 1960. pp. 49-54. 
(Grades 4-6) 
ottler, Joseph, and Jaffe Haym. Heroes of Civilization. 
Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1931. pp. 24-33. 
(Grades 6-9) 
algliesh, Alice. America Begins. New York: 
Scribner's Sons, 1958. pp. 44-45. 
uvoisin, R. They Put Out to Sea. New York: 
Knopf, Ine., 1943. pp. 134-171. 
Charles 
(Grades 4-7) 
Alfred A. 
(Grades 5-8) 
ditors of American Heritage. Discoverers of the New World. 
New York: American Heritage Publ1shing Company, Inc., 
1960. pp. 53-63. {Grades 4-9) 
Fox, Frances M. They Sailed and Sailed. 
Dutton Company, 1941. PP• 51-62. 
New Y0rk: E. --p. 
(Grades 5-9) 
Hewes, Agnes D. Spice and the Devil's Cave. New York: 
Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 1930. 331 pp. (Grades 6-9) 
Hewes, Agnes D. Spice Ho! New York: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 
1947. pp. 85-120. (Grades 7-9) 
Hutton, Clarke. A Picture History of Great Discoveries. 
New York: Franklin Watts, Inc., 1954. pp. 27-33. 
(Grades 4-6) 
Icenhower, Joseph B. Man Against the Unknown. Philadelphia: 
John c. Winston Company, 1957. pp. 14-16. (Grades 4-8) 
Lambert, R. s. The World's Most Daring Explorers. New York: 
Sterling Publishing Company, Inc., 1956. pp. 55-64. 
(Grades 5-9) 
Pond, Seymour Gates. Ferdinand Ma~ellan. New York: Random 
House, 1957. 174 pp. (Grades 5-9) 
·ch, Louise Dickinson. The First Book of New World 
Explorers. New York: Watts, Inc., 1960. pp. 4§~53. 
( GJ:a@.es 4-6) 
100 
Syme, Ronald. Magellan, First Around the World. New York: 
William Morrow and Company, Inc., 1953. 71 pp. 
(Grades.4-6) 
Welch, Ronald. Ferdinand Magellan. New York: 
Books, 1956. 175 PP• 
BaSTON UNIVERstU 
EDUCATJON LIBRARY 
Criterion 
(Grades 5-9} 
101 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Barclay, w. s. The Land of Magellan. New York~ Brentano's 
Publishers. (no date recorded) 
Benson, E. F. Ferdinand Magellan. New York: Harper and 
Brothers Publishers, 19~0. 
Guillemard, F. H. H. The Life of Ferdinand Magellan. New 
York: Dodd, Mead and Company, 1890. 
Hildebrand, ~thur Sturges. Magellan. New York: Harcourt, 
Brace and Company, Inc., 1924. 
Ober, Frederick A. Ferdinand Magellan. New York: Harper 
and Brothers Publishers, 1907. 
Parr, Charles McKew. So Noble a Captain. New York: Thomas 
Y. Crowell Company, 1953. 
Pinkerton, John. A General Collection of the Best and Most 
Interesting Voyages and Travels in all Parts of the 
World. Vol. II.; London: Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme 
and Brown, 1812. 
Stanley, Lord of Alderley. 
by Magellan. London: 
The First Voyage Round the World 
The1Hakluyt Society, 1874. 
Stefansson, Vilhjalmur. Great Adventures and Explorations. 
New York: The Dial Press, 1952. 
Winsor, Justin (ed.). History of~erica. Vol. II.; Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1886. 
Zweig, Stefan. 
New York: 
Congueror of the Seas-The Story of Magellan. 
The Literary Guild of America, Inc., 1938. 
102 
PART V 
RICHARD EVELYN BYRD 
Early Life 
The first of the American line of Byrds settled near 
the James River in Virginia in 1690. In general his ances-
tral heritage consisted of educated, adventurous, business-
minded men and women of great strength and fortitude. 
Born on October 25, 1888 in Winchester, Virginia 
Richard E. Byrd's adventuresome spirit seemed obvious at an 
early age. Though he ~ived in a land steeped in great histo-
ry, his particular interest tended toward world navigators 
such as Columbus, Drake, Magellan, and Peary. 
One might imagine an explorer of Byra's fame to have 
been a robust male of great stature. Actually this is far 
from the truth. Ludicrously enough, he hated cold weather 
even as a child. 
At age twelve he wrote in his diary that he would be 
the first to reach the ~ole. His travelling experience came 
earlier than perhaps h~ ever dr~amed possible. 
At the age of fourteen an around the world trip was 
placed at his feet. The trip came about from an invitatian 
by one of his father's former law partners, Captain Carson. 
Carson fought in the Spanish American War and later became a 
circuit judge in the Philippines. Having always had a deep 
respect f~r and interest in young Dick, he invited him to 
visit with him in the Philippines. 
Many interesting adTentures and observations on this 
trip increased his already growing desire for exploration. 
One of the more dangerous occasions is told by Byrd. 
• • • One day we rode to a village twenty-seven miles 
inland, and on the way back I had the closest call I ever 
want to meet. 
I started ahead of my party and found myself after a 
little, alone in a village that had been pointed out as a 
dangerous place. The people invited me ~o stay, but I 
didn't dare and turned 'back along the trail to find the 
others. I had a pistol tucked in my wais~b.and; but the 
trail was bordered with great trees and why I wasn't shot 
without ever being given a chance to return a single 
bullet I don't know to this day. 
Suddenly, as I was approaching a small stream, several 
ladrones with bolos in their hands heavy enough and sharp 
enough to cut through a body twice as big as mine, jumped 
out at me from the bush. They swept their heavy blades 
around and I whipped up my pony, heading for the river 
and completely forgetting my pistol. They followed, but 
after I got through the water they never had a chance to 
catch me. I never stopped until I found the detachment 
where I was soundly s'c olded for my rashness. I agreed 
with everything that was said, particularly as I had been 
almost fired upon by the advance guard as I raced forward 
at a gallop.l 
At another time he witnessed an entire village dying 
of cholera before he was scheduled to leave Darim Island for 
Manila and his voyage home. At Manila he found a tramp 
steamer going by way of Ceylon and the Red Sea to Port Said. 
It was on this trip that the wonders and mystery of navigation 
l:coram Foster, Rear Admiral Byrd and the Polar Ex-
Ee~~~ions (New York: A. L. Burtr Company, 1930), pp. 51, 52. 
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began to penetrate his mind more deeply • 
. By the time he reached Virginia he had circumnavigated 
the globe. He was now fifteen years old and ready to enter 
Virginia Military Institute (1904-1907). At v. M. I. he 
received a foot injury, while playing football which resulted 
in a future series of mishaps that eventually led Byrd into 
fulfilling a long time dream. 
At the age of nineteen he.was a~tted to the United 
States Naval Academy (May 28, 1908). During this era he was 
very active in football, track, riflery, welterweight boxing, 
and wrestling. While participating in a gym demonstration he 
fell only to injur~ again that weakened foot. This time the 
injury was diagnosed as two fractures and a dislocated ankle. 
Recovery came in time for him to graduate and accept sea 
duty. Trouble struck again when the damaged foot caused him 
to fall ten feet through space while on board ship. An 
attempt was made to repair this new injury. The results were 
partially successful, but the Navy finally sent orders for a 
\ 
forced retirement. 
He was now married to Marie D. Ames of Winchester, 
Virginia and Boston, Massachusetts. Working from his Boston 
home he developed the Naval Militia of Rhode Island. 
When World War I broke out he returned to the Navy as 
a member of the Naval Aviation School at Pensacola, Florida. 
As a flyer, his weakened foot was not a serious hindrance. 
His great love and confidence in flying led to his becoming 
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the first·to qualify as a professor of night flying and night 
bombing. 
Following World War I, Byrd was influential in start-
ing trans-Atlantic flights and the development of the Naval 
Bureau of Aeronautics. Many men had now learned to fly. 
Byrd again retired. 
Shortly after retirement he sought financial backing 
to take a private expedition to the North Pole. Being an 
air.man at heart, Byrd put his faith in airplanes for reaching 
his goal. Others before him depended on dog sleds. He 
saiied from New York to King's Bay. From this point he flew 
over the Pole and back in fifteen hours and fifty-one minutes 
in ~926. Peary who had been the first to reach the Pole in 
1906 was out of contact with the world for four hundred 
twenty-nine days. 
In February 1927 Byrd was one of three pilots planning 
to compete for a $25 1000.00 prize for crossing the Atlantic 
non-stop. Again he was not first. Charles A. Lindbergh beat 
him. However, Byrd did make the flight and studied air con-
ditions at different altitudes, wind velocity, means of 
avoiding ice formation on planes, and proved the value of the 
radio. Following this trip an announcement was made of his 
proposed expedition to Antarctica. 
Historical Background of Explorations to Antarctica 
In the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries the belief in 
a vast continent from the South Pole into temperate latitudes 
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was the subject of much thought. The Straits of Magellan 
were known. Tierra del Fuego was thought as part of the 
southern continent. Early geographers had this continent 
reaching as far as Java. 
This vastness was out down by N~yts' voyage of 1626-
1627 along the western side of the southern coast of 
Australia and Tasman's voyage in 1642 along the western coast 
of New Zealand. The real cutting back of size beganwith the 
two Antarctic voyages of Captain Cook from 1772-1775. The 
Russian Admiral Bellingshauser from 1819-1821 greatly re-
stricted the size. Weddell-made a deep penetration' into the 
sea which bears his name in 1823. Sir James Clark Ross re-
vealed the Ross Sea and Lieutenant Charles Wilkes outlined 
the continent opposite Australia. 
The Wilkes expedition was the first and only ~ne from 
America to the Antarctic for the purpose of exploration be-
fore Byrd's trip. Along with other explorers Scott, 
Shackleton, and Amundsen made notable contributions to the 
knowledge of the area. Amundsen's chart was carefully 
2 
studied and used by the Byrd exploration party. 
The First Voyage to Antarctica 
Just reaching the South Pole was the ~east of Byrd's 
many goals. He hoped to investigate scientific faets, dis-
2w. L. G. Joerg, The Work of the Byrd Antarctic 
Expedition (New York: American Geographical Society, 1930), 
pp. 6, 7, 12. 
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cover whether the continent was a single unit or divided by 
water, determine ir it had ever been inhabited by man, seek 
a relationship between the Andes and the ranges at the Pole, 
map the region and rind out why the only animal life eon-
sisted of penguins, seals, and whales. 
: 
Fantastic planning, financial backings, and selecting 
the best men required the leadership of such a man as Byrd. 
Thousands of people contributed freely to the required one 
million dollars. Fifteen thousand people volunteered to go. 
The men were chosen for their particular ability and physical 
perfection. 
Travelling by ship from New York to New Zealand 
covered the first leg of the journey. After fresh supplies 
were gathered the City of New York, an icepreaker and a 
supply shi,p, headed for the ice pack. The icebreaker proved 
to be sea worthy and the Bay of Whales was reached safely. 
This bay lies between the ice pack and a barrier of sGlid ice 
called Ross Ice Barrier. It was here that Little America was 
established. 
After all the equipment was unloaded the crew had to 
work at full speed to beat the winter darkness. The settle-
ment included three clusters of buildings. Cluster one eon-
tained an administration building, living quarters, radio 
laboratory, dispensary, radio reception room, physical house, 
and observation igloo. Cluster two included medical stores, 
food supplies, mess hall, living quarters, radio station, 
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storehouse, shelter for dogs, sledge repair, blacksmith shop, 
taxidermy station, dog hospital, seal chop h0use and cache, 
and garage. Cluster three for.med the aviation repair shop 
and gasoline storage. Clusters one and two were connected by 
tunnels. 
When winter set in the living quarters were comf0rt-
able, but small. The doors were doubled. The walls had 
several thicknesses of wood and insulation. The few windows 
had three panes of glass each to bloek cold. Electricity was 
supplied by a generator. 
Gathered together. in this new settlement were men of a 
variety of professions, religions, and nationalities. There 
were pilots, mechanics, scientists, marine engineer, boy 
scout, amateur fighter, forester, tree surgeon, ice cream 
manufacturer, and a journalist. The religions included Greek 
and Roman Catholics and practically every Protestant de-
nomination. They came from Norway, Greece, Czechoslovakia, 
Newfoundland, Wales, and the United States. The reasons for 
coming included a sheer love of adventure, fame, publicity, 
mercenary desires, and a love of knowledge for the sake of 
knowledge. 
The long winter darkness was put to good use. All 
equipment had to be cheeked, meteorological observations made, 
plans set up for spring and summer, and living quarters main-
tained which included cooking, washing dishes, hauling coal, 
and shovelling.snow to produce water. Recreation time con-
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sisted of card playing, radio broadcasts, weekly movies, 
talent shows, record playing, and reading from the one 
thousand selected volumes. 
The sun which had set in late April rose again on 
August 24. During September and October the men worked re-
pairing sleds and packing supplies and instruments for the 
dog-team trips. 
The first party to leave the base was the supporting 
team. This party set up a large deposit of food halfway to 
the mountain area where the geological party planned to make 
their scientific overland trip. The geological group left 
Little America for a three month trip with the intent of 
surveying and collecting data. This overland group followed 
a rough schedule. They rose daily.at six o'clock and 
travelled mostly by skis until nine at night. 
In the meantime; the aviation group at Little America 
was formulating plans to cross the south Pole. A preliminary 
flight was made to Mount Nansen where a temporary base was 
established. Food, gasoline, and necessary equipment were 
left to be used if necessary by the geological party and as 
added protection to the proposed polar flight. The major 
purpose of the flight was to photograph and survey the 
continent between the Bay of Whales and the South Pole. 
Through the power of radio 'transmission the ground 
party was vital to the air group. They transmitted weather 
reports back to Little America so the Commander would better 
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judge take-off time. The decision was made to depart on 
November 28, 1929. The trip to the Pole was fairly unevent-
ful except for the fact that the plane was too heavily 
supplied to clear the mountain regions without dropping some 
supplies. Rather than chance a shortage of fuel they dis-
posed of enough precious food to supply four men for a month. 
The plane cleared the mountains and found smooth flying to 
the Pole which they reached a little after midnight. 
As they circled the Pole an American flag was dropped 
in ~emory of Floyd Bennett who had worked closely with Byrd 
in planning this adventure, but died before the dreamwas 
fulfilled. An English flag was dropped in honor of Scott,, 
Byrd's predecessor, who died on his return to his supply base. 
A Norwegian flag was left in honor of Raold Amundsen who had 
discovered the South Pole and later gave his life in search 
of men who were lost in the Arctic. A French flag was droppea 
as a tribute to a nation that received Byrd so warmly after 
his Atlantic flight. 
The return to Little America was unmarred. They land-
ed at the temporary base at the foot of Mt. Nansen, re-
fuelled, and reached the take off point after surveying 
160,000 square miles. 
Other flights over the continent were made and 
photographed. One of the territories claimed for the United 
States was Marie Byrd Land. This land was also visited by 
the geological party. 
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The sledging party covered one thousand five hundred 
twenty-five miles before their return to their home base. 
They suffered many hardships before the purpose of the trip 
was satisfied. Some of the difficulties resulted from the 
problems encountered in estimating distances. 
We were soon to learn that our estimates of distances 
in the Antarctic were apt to be more misleading than . 
helpful. There are two very evident reasons why this is 
true. The most obvious one is the absence of trees or 
any kind of familiar object whatever, by which one 
. habitually estimates such things in more temperate home 
latitudes. Secondly is the extraordinary clearness of 
the Antarctic air when the sun is high and all the clouds 
and mists have been dispelled •••• 3 
The crevasses were always a source of danger. 
Some of the crevasses were from 50 to 100 feet wide, 
but so far we had found them roofed over, in places at 
least, so that we had dared to cross. Safety precautions· 
were difficult to devise for this kind of travelling. 
With the surface so slip~ery it was out of the question 
for us to rope ourselves together and still attempt to 
manage the dogs and sledges. We later decided that the 
safest procedure in such eoctensive c~evasses as these was 
to tie long ropes onto the rear of the sledges. We hung 
onto the free ends of these ropes and drove the teams 
ahead of us. If they cleared the roof of a crevasse ~ith 
their loaded sledges it seemed a pretty safe bet that it 
was strong enough to support us. Hanging onto the rppe, 
we slid across on skis, swinging out to one side so as 
not to cross the roof in the exact spot where it had been 
weakened by the dogs and sledges. We reasoned that if a 
root collapsed with us upon it, the team on the further 
side would support us until we could be hauled out. It 
was most astonishing to see how the dogs would flatten 
themselves to the ground and dig in with their toes to 
hold themselves from slipping.4 
At Queen Maud range they found some smooth sided, 
3L. M. Gould, Gold (New York: Brewer, Warren and 
Putnam, 1931), p. 161. 
4Ibid., pp. 165, 166. 
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rounded top peaks. The sedimentary rock, sandstone, proved 
that gigantic blocks of the earth's crust had been pushed 
upward from eight thousand to ~i~teen t~ousand feet. Some 
o~ the sandstone was banded with a low grade of coal which 
proved that Antarctica was not always in the ice age. The 
finding of coal is evidence that the climate was at one time 
temperate to sub-tropical. On the whole most of the rock 
~or.mations were of the metamorphic variety. 
Byrd's first excursion to Antarctica ended on February 
19, 1930. Because of much scientific data, successful aerial 
mapping, and vast experiences to share with future explorers 
most men would feel that these reasons alone were enough to 
cause deep satisfaction for a job well done. But Byrd's 
foremost concern during the entire trip was centered on the 
/ 
welfare and safety o~ his men. For this he was indeed re-
warded as he sailed home with his original complement of men. 
The Second Voyage to Antarctica 
Before leaving Antarctica in 1930 Admiral Byrd was de-
termined to return. 
My decision to return to Antarctica with a second ex-
ploring expedition was not so much a spontaneous thought 
as a maturing campulsion bred by the work of my first 
expedition. Problems of large geographical and scientific 
importance remained to be investigated, and it seemed 
desirable--more than that, imperative--to attempt to 
close them while we still had the momentum of one success 
ful effort, the advantage of a more enlightened public 
interest in Antarctic research, and while there was still 
available an Antarctic-trained personnel from whom could 
be drawn the nucleus for a second and stronger expedition 
• • • • And finally, there was, at least for me, the 
intangible attraction of the white continent itself, the 
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pull of discovery, of seeing new lands and fitting into 
the jig-saw of geography the missing pieces beyond the 
horizon. • • • 5 
During the years 1933-1935, from the first base at 
Little America Byrd conducted preliminary investigations of 
the coastline off Edward VII Peninsula, made sledge journeys 
to Marie Byrd Land, returned to ~ueen Maud Range, and flew 
6 
six major exploratory flights. 
On January 17, 1934 the ice party and crew members 
arrived at the Bay of Whales. They planned to reoccupy 
Li tt·le .America. The task of unloading supplies was even more 
treacherous than before. Antarctica was in the midst of a 
heat wave. The temperature was well above zero which caused 
the barrier ice to crack open in places and break off into 
the Ross Sea. 
Despite some harrowing experiences, Little America was 
uncovered from many feet of snow. Fortunately the base was· 
in excellent condition. Food, supplies, and equipment were 
perfectly preserved. Even the two planes were usable after 
little overhauling. 
During the first expedition the meteorologist suggesteo 
the value of setting up a series of advance weather reporting 
5R. E. Byrd, Discovery (New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 
1935} t p. 1. 
6w. H. Kearns and Beverley Britton, The Silent 
Continent (New York: Harper and Brothers Publishers, 1955}, 
p. 23). 
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stations. From the stations weather predictions could be 
made to offer greater safety to the flyers over the icecap. 
Data could also be collected to advance the climatic study 
of Antarctica. 
Byrd had agreed to try just one base during the winter 
months. The spot originally chosen was to be at the foot of 
~ueen Maud Mountains. However, the delays caused in unload-
ing ~upplies and enlarging Little America were responsible 
for changing the p0sition of an advance base to a point 
closer by two hundred miles. 
A portable hut had been brought from the States. To 
~ 
withstand the bitter winter it was necessary to dig a great 
hole in the ice in whieh the hut would fit. Two supply 
tunnels connected to the hut were then dug to stoek food and 
equipment. When weather instruments and radio controls were 
carefully checked the work party prepared to return to Little 
America. Time was running short. Winter was setting in 
rapidly. So on March 28 Byrd began an experience which he 
would never forget; all alone in cramped quarters for several 
months, four of which would be in complete darkness. 
Because sufficient supplies could not be advanced to 
this outpost, the original plan to man the station with three 
men had been changed. Byrd felt he alone must take this re-
sponsibility. 
But the decision wasn't really hard to make. The 
truth of the matter is, I really wanted to go and keenly 
1·ooked forward to the experience. When I left Little 
America, I said I was going because I wanted to go. I 
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could not bring myself to say I was going only in the 
interest of science because I sincerely believed I was as 
interested in the experience, for its own sake, as I was 
in the meteorological work for which the Base was design-
ed. Therefore, I cannot say that I was making7a sacri-fice for science. That did not enter my head. . 
Once the work party had departed, Byrd -settled down to 
a life full of self' discipline. He knew he must keep busy, 
eat healthful meals, and keep regular hours. 
• • • There was much work to be done: the 40-foot, 
escape tunnel to finish, and the stores to be sorted out. 
MeteorGlogical and auroral observations occupied a sub-
stantial part of the day. The following meteorological 
records were made: a continuous mechanical registration 
of barometric pressure, temperature, wind direction and 
velocity; twice daily visual observations of cloudiness 
and the state of the weather; twice daily readings of 
maximum and minimum thermometers in the instrument shelter 
topside and twice daily visual observations of the barome-
ter. The four instruments themselves exacted constant 
attention. In addition, I stood,four or five auroral 
watches daily whenever the sky was clear enough for such 
displays. The intensity, st~uctural for.m and direction of 
the aurora were noted, for subsequent comparison with the 
observations of observers who watched simultaneously at 
Little America8 So I never had reason to complain of nothing to do. 
One of the first problems Byrd encountered was the 
freezing over of his exi~ following a severeblizzard. It was 
clear that he needed an alternative hatch. He decided to 
start a tunnel midway down the existing food tunnel. His plan 
was to make it thirty-five feet long, six feet high, and four 
feet wide. The blocks of snow had to be sawed out and stored 
for future melting. This snow became his water supply. It 
took two gallons of snow to make two quarts of water after 
?Byrd, op. cit., p. 162. 
8Ibid. • p_p. 168. 169. 
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several hours on the stove. 
Unless you know something about the character of 
Antarctic snow, the re~erence to sawing it out in blocks 
may be puzzling. Except that it has been fused by cold, 
rather than heat, the Barrier snow is like a kind of 
sandstone. It is hard and brittle. You can't make snow-
balls with it. When you rub it tiny ice like globules · 
shred of~. The color is the whitest white you ever saw; 
it has none of the smoothness and transparency of ice. 
After cold has coalesced the crystals of newly fallen 
,snow, you can walk over it and not leave an impress. At 
times skis will slide helplessly as on slick glacier ice. 
You can't shevel that kind of snow. A shovel rinss when 
'it strikes as it might against rook. I used a two-foot 
hand saw. With this I cut out blocks, which could be 
'Pried clear with a sho~el, leaving nice straight lines an 
debris easy to handle. 
The severity of the cold gave Byrd plenty to think 
about • 
• • • The novocaine in my medical kit froze and 
shattered the glass tubes. So did the chemicals in the 
fire bombs. Two oases of tomato juice shattered their 
bottles. Whenever I brought canned food inside the shack 
I had to let it stand all day near the stove to thaw •••• 
The shack was always freezingly cold in the morning. 
I slept with the door open. When I arose the inside 
temperature (depending upon the surface weather) might be 
anywhere from 10 to 40 below zero. Frost coated the 
sleeping bag where my breath had condensed during the 
night; my socks and boots, when I picked them up, were so 
stiff with frozen sweat that I first had to work them 
between my hands. A pair of silk gloves hung from a nail 
over the bunk, where I could grab them the first thing. 
Yet, with their protection, my fingers would sting and 
burn from the touch of the lamp and stove as I lighted 
them. The old flesh had sloughed of~ the tips, and the 
new flesh for a while was insufferably tender. So I had 
my troubles. • • .10 
9R. E. Byrd, Alone (New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 
1938), p. 72. 
lO~., pp. 77, 78. 
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Despite careful planning the cookbook appeared to be 
forgotten. Byrd had absolutely no experience in this field. 
Breakfast and lunch were no problem as they consisted-of 
prepared food from cans. But dinner was indeed a problem. 
I have only to close my eyes to witness again the suc-
cession of culinary disasters. Consider what my diary 
designated as The Corn Meal Incident. Into a boiler I 
dgmped what seemed a moderate quantity of meal, added a 
little water, and stood it on the stove to boil. That 
simple formula gave birth to a Hydra-headed monster. 'The 
stuff began to swell and dry up, swell and dry up, with 
,fearful blowing and sucking noises. All innocently I 
added water, more water, and still more water. Where-
upon the boiler erupted like Vesuvius. All the pots and 
pans within reach couldn't begin to contain the corn meal 
that overflowed. It oozed over the stove. It spattered 
the ceiling. It covered me from head to foot. If I 
hadn't acted resolutely, I might have been drowned in 
corn meal. Seizing the container in my mittened hands, I 
rushed it to.the door and hurled it far into the food 
tunnel. There it continued to give off deadly golden 
lava until the cold ~inally stilled the crater.Il 
Fortunately the cookbook was found at a later date. 
The stove and generator were heated with a liquid 
solvent. From the beginning Byrd was aware of a faulty 
ventilation system. He felt that the fumes could be very 
serious. The stove's vent pipe was frequently becoming 
clogged with ice. This had to be removed and thawed by the 
stove at regular intervals. 
On the thirty first of May, while Byrd was in contact 
with Little America, he became aware that the engine in the 
tunnel was skipping. As he entered the tunnel to investigate 
he found the air thick with exhaust gases. As he attempted 
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to fix a valve he was overcome. After about twenty minutes 
in an unconscious state he was able to drag himself to his 
·;. 
bunk. Somehow he came to his senses enough to re·turn to shut 
off the switch of the generator. He then erawled int~ his· 
sleeping bag. 
For the next thirty-six hours Byrd struggled to stay 
alive. Many hours were spent in his sleeping bag. Though he 
was in a delirious state much of the time, he found the 
strength to fulfill his duties of checking the instruments ana 
making weather observations. 
In a nauseated, weakened condition from what he now 
deduced to carbon monoxide poisoning he was at the mercy of 
two elements; the cold if the stove could not be lit and the 
poisonous fumes if the room was to be heated. 
Byrd managed to keep contact with the men at Little 
.Amer..ica, but was resolved not to divulge his illness. He felt 
that the men would attempt a rescue. At this time of year it 
would be much too dangerous. After pondering and analyzing 
the problem at hand Byrd made some practical decisions. 
As I saw the situation, the necessities were these: 
To survive I must continue to husband my strength, doing 
whatever had to be done in the simplest manner possible 
and without strain. l must sleep and eat and build up· 
strength. To avoid further poisoning from the fumes, I 
.must use the stove sparingly and the gasoline pressure 
lantern not at all. Giving up t~~ lantern meant sur-
rendering its bright light, which was orie of my few 
luxuries; but I could do without luxuries for a while. 
As to the stove, the choice there lay between freezing 
and inevitable poisoning. Cold I could feel, but carbon 
monoxide was invisible and tasteless. So I chose the 
cold, knowing that the sleeping bag provided a retreat. 
From now on, I decided, I would make a strict rule of 
119 
doing without the fire for two or three hours every 
afternoon.12 
Under this routine Byrd improved mentally, if not 
physically. 
He began to dread the scheduled radio contact with 
Little America. The effort of getting the engine ready 
drained his energy. He also feared he would inadvertently 
disclose his physical condition and thus cause his men to 
., 
'· 
attempt a rescue, which would probably mean loss of life to 
others. 
His June 8 entry in his diary clearly describes his 
condition. 
I am endeavoring to se;t forth, day by day, the way I. 
live. I am steadfastly holding to a routine designed to 
give me the best chance o~ pulling through. Though the 
mere thought of food is revolting, I force myself to 
eat - a mouthful at a time. It takes me two or three 
minutes just to get down .. a single mouthful. Mostly I 
eat dehydrated vegetables - dried lima beans, rice, 
turnip tops, corn, and canned tomatoes - which contain 
the necessary vitamins - occasionally cold cereals slaked 
·with powdered milk. When I feel up to it, I cook fresh 
seal meat. 
The uncertainty of my existence rises from the reali-
zation, when I blow out the candles at night, that I may 
lack the strength to get up on the morrow • • • • 
What baffles me is that I have no reserve strength 
whatever. Climbing the ladder to go topside, I must rest 
at eTery other rung. The temperature today was only 40 
below zero; but, though I was clad in furs, the cold 
seemed to shrivel my bones. It's been blowing pretty 
steadily from the southeast, and I can't seem to keep any 
heat in the shack. At night the pains in my body nag 
incessantly. Sleep is what I need most, but it seldom 
comes. I drift into a torpor, lighted up by fearful 
12Ieid., p. 190. 
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0 nightmares. Mornings it's a tough job to drive myself 
out of the sleeping bag. I feel as if I had been drugged. 
But I tell myself, over and over again, that if I give in 
- if I let this stupor claim me - I may never awaken.13 
During June and July Byrd had a total of three serious 
relapses. The radio operator at Little America became sus-
picious t·hat something was wrong. They quickened their plans 
to go to the advance base well before schedule. 
The tractor was readied after some preliminary tests. 
The traetor party began its trip on July 20 in the darkness 
of Antarctica. Byrd was requested to light cans of gasoline 
at intervals to attract the tractor group. He was to receive 
instructions via the radio, but much of the time the radio 
was not woxking properly. The first attempt to reach Byrd 
~ was hampered by a hurricane. July ended with only a hope for 
a future try to reach Advance Base. 
' 
0 
The second attempt was delayed due to mechanical 
difficulties. The third trip commenced on August 8. Byrd's 
hopes were increased as the radio reported the slow, but 
forward advance of the tractor party. He used every bit of 
strength left to fire flares to attract the rescuers. On 
August 11, 1934 his efforts were rewarded by the sight of a 
searchlight beam. 
Byrd had spent over seventy days alone since he was 
stricken with carbon monoxide poisoning. Another seventy days 
passed before he was well enough to take the trip back to 
13rbid., pp. 199, 200. 
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Little .America. 
Byrd's second trip to Antarctica ended in 1935. 
Despite his harrowing experiences he again set out to plan 
an even longer expedi~ion to Antarctica. 
The Third Voyage to Antarctica 
The third voyage was sponsored by the United States 
government to conduct surveys from Little America and 
Marguerite Bay during 1939 and 1940. 
The Fourth Voyage to Antarctica 
The fourth voyage was the most ambitious project, 
undertaken by the United States Navy under the command of 
Rear Admiral Richard E. Byrd during the years 1946-1947. 
This was labeled as operation "High J'ump. '' With twelve ships 
and four thousand men man's geographic knowledge of 
Antarctica was doubled. Their primary mission was to map 
accurately the continental shoreline and mountains that rim 
the continent. 
The Last Years 
During World War II Byrd was on special assignment for 
the Secretary of the Navy. He was one of the persons present 
on the u.s.s. Missouri for the signing of the Japanese sur-
render in 1945. 
Byrd again worked with the United States government 
during "Operation Deep Freeze" from 1955-1957. The Geo-
physical Year (1957-1958) found Byrd involved in gathering 
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scientific data from Antarctica. After the first phase was 
completed he returned home. 
He died in Boston, Massachuse~ts on March 11, 1957. 
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